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"This is a starry love story, a tale of seething jealousies and subterfuge, a political imbroglio, and religious
cruelties. It sounds like Shakespeare and it could have very well been the plot of one of his plays."
--Toronto Star

In 1494, award-winning author Stephen R. Bown tells the untold story of the explosive feud between
monarchs, clergy, and explorers that split the globe between Spain and Portugal and made the world's oceans
a battleground.
When Columbus triumphantly returned from America to Spain in 1493, his discoveries inflamed an already-
smouldering conflict between Spain's renowned monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella, and Portugal's João II.
Which nation was to control the world's oceans? To quell the argument, Pope Alexander VI—the notorious
Rodrigo Borgia—issued a proclamation laying the foundation for the Treaty of Tordesillas of 1494, an edict
that created an imaginary line in the Atlantic Ocean dividing the entire known (and unknown) world between
Spain and Portugal.
Just as the world's oceans were about to be opened by Columbus's epochal voyage, the treaty sought to limit
the seas to these two favored Catholic nations. The edict was to have a profound influence on world history:
it propelled Spain and Portugal to superpower status, steered many other European nations on a collision
course, and became the central grievance in two centuries of international espionage, piracy, and warfare.
The treaty also began the fight for "the freedom of the seas"—the epic struggle to determine whether the
world's oceans, and thus global commerce, would be controlled by the decree of an autocrat or be open to the
ships of any nation—a distinctly modern notion, championed in the early seventeenth century by the Dutch
legal theorist Hugo Grotius, whose arguments became the foundation of international law.
At the heart of one of the greatest international diplomatic and political agreements of the last five centuries
were the strained relationships and passions of a handful of powerful individuals. They were linked by a
shared history, mutual animosity, and personal obligations—quarrels, rivalries, and hatreds that dated back
decades. Yet the struggle ultimately stemmed from a young woman's determination to defy tradition and the
king, and to choose her own husband.
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From reader reviews:

Jenny Dill:

In other case, little people like to read book 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided the World
in Half. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important any book 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided the World in Half. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Brandon Francis:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided
the World in Half has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided
the World in Half is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book
1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided the World in Half. You never really feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

James Sanchez:

The particular book 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided the World in Half has a lot details
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very
famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Isaiah Owens:

Beside this kind of 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided the World in Half in your phone, it
can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided
the World in Half because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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