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One of medicine's most remarkable therapeutic triumphs was the discovery of insulin in 1921. The drug
produced astonishing results, rescuing children and adults from the deadly grip of diabetes. But as Chris
Feudtner demonstrates, the subsequent transformation of the disease from a fatal condition into a chronic
illness is a story of success tinged with irony, a revealing saga that illuminates the complex human
consequences of medical intervention.

Bittersweet chronicles this history of diabetes through the compelling perspectives of people who lived with
this disease. Drawing on a remarkable body of letters exchanged between patients or their parents and Dr.
Elliot P. Joslin and the staff of physicians at his famed Boston clinic, Feudtner examines the experience of
living with diabetes across the twentieth century, highlighting changes in treatment and their profound
effects on patients' lives. Although focused on juvenile-onset, or Type 1, diabetes, the themes explored in
Bittersweet have implications for our understanding of adult-onset, or Type 2, diabetes, as well as a host of
other diseases that, thanks to drugs or medical advances, are being transformed from acute to chronic
conditions. Indeed, the tale of diabetes in the post-insulin era provides an ideal opportunity for exploring the
larger questions of how medicine changes our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Gray:

The publication with title Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation of Illness (Studies in Social
Medicine) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so
you can read it anywhere you want.

Elizabeth Branch:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a reserve. The
book Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation of Illness (Studies in Social Medicine) it is very
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Glenn Remaley:

This Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation of Illness (Studies in Social Medicine) is great
guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can
state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation of Illness (Studies in Social
Medicine) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Melissa Gusman:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation of Illness (Studies in Social
Medicine) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must



like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life at this time book Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation of Illness (Studies
in Social Medicine). You can more pleasing than now.
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