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In August 1981, the Professional Air Traffic Controllers Organization (PATCO) called aniillegal strike. The
new president, Ronald Reagan, fired the strikers, establishing a reputation for both decisiveness and hostility
to organized labor. As Joseph A. McCartin writes, the strike was the culmination of two decades of
escalating conflict between controllers and the government that stemmed from the high-pressure nature of
the job and the controllers inability to negotiate with their employer over vital issues. PATCO'sfall not only
ushered in along period of labor decline; it also served as a harbinger of the campaign against public sector
unions that now roils American politics.

Now available in paperback, Collision Course sets the strike within a vivid panorama of the rise of the
world's busiest air-traffic control system. It begins with an arresting account of the 1960 midair collision
over New York that cost 134 lives and exposed the weaknesses of an overburdened system. Through the
stories of controllers like Mike Rock and Jack Maher, who were galvanized into action by that disaster and
went on to found PATCO, it describes the efforts of those who sought to make the airways safer and fought
to win a secure place in the American middle class. It climaxes with the story of Reagan and the controllers,
who surprisingly endorsed the Republican on the promise that he would address their grievances. That brief,
fateful alliance triggered devastating miscalculations that changed America, forging patterns that till govern
the nation's labor poalitics.

Written with an eye for detail and a grasp of the vast consequences of the PATCO conflict for both air travel
and America's working class, Collision Course is a stunning achievement.
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From reader reviews:
Patricia Hender son:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y eah,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
astroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Collision Course: Ronald
Reagan, the Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that Changed America? Maybe it isto be best activity for
you. You aready know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Frank Ouellette:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Collision Course:
Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that Changed Americais kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Karyn Turner:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Collision Course: Ronald
Reagan, the Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that Changed Americathat give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for all of you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air
Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that Changed America become your own starter.

Jeremy Hutchings:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because all of thistime you only find guide that
need more time to be study. Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that
Changed America can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free time
problems.
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