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Human beings are embedded in a set of social relations. A social network is one way of conceiving that set
of relations in terms of a number of persons connected to one another by varying degrees of relatedness. In
the early Jesus group documents featuring Paul and coworkers, it takes little effort to envision the apostle's
collection of friends and friends of friends that is the Pauline network. The persons who constituted that
network are the focus of this set of brief books. For Christians of the Western tradition, these persons are
significant ancestors in faith. While each of them is worth knowing by themselves, it is largely because of
their standing within that web of social relations woven about and around Paul that they are of lasting
interest. Through this series we hope to come to know those persons in ways befitting their first-century
Mediterranean culture.

Epaphras belonged to Paul's network of friends. Because Epaphras is mentioned only three times in the
Second Testament, in the letters to Philemon and the Colossians, it is unsurprising that he is passed over by
biblical scholars more interested in Paul's better-known companions. Michael Trainor points out, however,
that even though Epaphras is mentioned infrequently, Colossians portrays him as an authentic interpreter of
Paul and an important teacher. After al, by the time the letter to the Colossians was written, Paul was dead.
Epaphras ensures for that community and the next generation of Christians the continuity, as well as the
freshness and vitality, of Paul's teaching. Thus Epaphras has great relevance for Christians today who seek
ways to engage the contemporary world in light of their discipleship.

Michael Trainor teaches at the Adelaide College of Divinity, in the School of Theology, Flinders University,
South Australia. He has published widely in areas of theology, education, and Scripture. His most recent
book with Liturgical Press was The Quest for Home: The Household in Mark's Gospel (2001). His interest in
Epaphras comes out of his current research with colleagues in Australia and Turkey to interpret
archaeologically the site of ancient Colossae in southern Turkey.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Bracey:

This Epaphras: Paul's Educator at Colossae (Paul's Social Network: Brothers & Sisters in Faith) book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Epaphras: Paul's Educator at
Colossae (Paul's Social Network: Brothers & Sisters in Faith) without we recognize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Epaphras: Paul's
Educator at Colossae (Paul's Social Network: Brothers & Sisters in Faith) can bring any time you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Epaphras: Paul's Educator at Colossae (Paul's Social Network: Brothers & Sisters in Faith)
having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Clara Palmer:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Epaphras: Paul's Educator at Colossae (Paul's Social Network:
Brothers & Sisters in Faith) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Epaphras: Paul's Educator at Colossae (Paul's Social
Network: Brothers & Sisters in Faith) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Epaphras: Paul's Educator at Colossae (Paul's Social Network: Brothers & Sisters in
Faith) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Duane Coley:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Epaphras: Paul's Educator at Colossae
(Paul's Social Network: Brothers & Sisters in Faith) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Epaphras: Paul's Educator at Colossae (Paul's
Social Network: Brothers & Sisters in Faith) become your own starter.

Gail Nugent:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Epaphras: Paul's Educator at Colossae



(Paul's Social Network: Brothers & Sisters in Faith) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book
to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be
very first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the publication Epaphras: Paul's
Educator at Colossae (Paul's Social Network: Brothers & Sisters in Faith) can to be your brand-new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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