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Humans are primates, and our closest relatives are the other African apes - chimpanzees closest of all. With
the mapping of the human genome, and that of the chimp, a direct comparison of the differences between the
two, letter by letter along the billions of As, Gs, Cs, and Ts of the DNA code, has led to the widely vaunted
claim that we differ from chimps by amere 1.6% of our genetic code. A mere hair's breadth genetically! To a
rather older tradition of

anthropomorphizing chimps, trying to get them to speak, dressing them up for ‘tea parties, was added the
stamp of genetic confirmation. It also began an international race to find that handful of genes that make up
the difference - the genes that make us uniquely human.

But what does that 1.6% really mean? And should it really lead usto consider extending limited human
rights to chimps, as some have suggested? Are we, after al, just chimps with afew genetic tweaks? I's our
language and our technology just an extension of the grunts and ant-collecting sticks of chimps? In this book,
Jeremy Taylor sketches the picture that is emerging from cutting edge research in genetics, animal
behaviour, and other fields. The indications are that the so-called 1.6% is much

larger and leads to profound differences between the two species. We shared a common ancestor with
chimps some 6-7 million years ago, but we humans have been racing away ever since. Onein ten of our
genes, says Taylor, has undergone evolution in the past 40,000 years! Some of the changes that

happened since we split from chimpanzees are to genes that control the way whole orchestras of other genes
are switched on and off, and where. Taylor shows, using studies of certain genes now associated with speech
and with brain development and activity, that the story looks to be much more complicated than we first
thought. Thisrapidly changing and exciting field has recently discovered a host of genetic mechanisms that
make us different from other apes.

As Taylor points out, for too long we have let our sentimentality for chimps get in the way of our
understanding. Chimps use tools, but so do crows. Certainly chimps are our closest genetic relatives. But
relatively small differencesin genetic code can lead to profound differences in cognition and behaviour. Our
abilities give us the responsibility to protect and preserve the natural world, including endangered primates.
But for the purposes of human society and human concepts such as rights,

let's not pretend that chimps are humans uneducated and undressed. We've changed a lot in those 12 million
years.
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From reader reviews:
Dorothy Alvarez:

The book Not a Chimp: The hunt to find the genes that make us human can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book
Not a Chimp: The hunt to find the genes that make us human? Some of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book Not a Chimp: The hunt to find the genes that make us human has simple shape but you
know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So
it isvery wonderful.

Sharon Scott:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by ssimply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for awhile is reading.
That'swhy, by reading areserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yoursalf who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Not a Chimp: The hunt to
find the genes that make us human book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

James Fitzpatrick:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Not a Chimp: The hunt to
find the genes that make us human, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

DorisGarcia:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading'sinternal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and aso
can't see colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
Aswe know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many waysto
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Not a Chimp: The hunt to find the genes that make us human can



make you fed more interested to read.
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