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Pioneering black-and-gray tattoo artist Freddy Negrete was twelve years old and confined in the holding cell
of a Los Angeles juvenile facility when an older teenager entered—covered in tattoos. Freddy was in awe,
not just of the art, but of what it symbolized, and he wanted what this kid had: the potent sense of
empowerment and belonging that came from joining a gang. The encounter drove Freddy to join the
notorious gang La Sangra, and it didn't take long before he was a regular guest at LA County's juvenile
detention facilities. By the age of twenty-one, Freddy had spent almost his whole life as a ward of the state in
one form or the other.

Enthralled by the black-and-gray tattoo style that in the 1970s was confined to the rebel culture of Chicano
gangsters and criminals, Freddy started inking himself with hand-poked tattoos. Everyone wanted a piece of
Freddy's black-and-gray style--gangbangers but also Hollywood starlets and film producers.

In a riveting narrative that takes the reader from Freddy's days as a cholo gang member to evangelical
preacher to Hollywood body art guru to addiction counselor, Smile Now, Cry Later is, ultimately, a testament
to that spark within us all, that catalyst which gives us the strength to survive, transform, and transcend all
that can destroy us.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gines:

This Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo Art Legend book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. That Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The
Story of a Tattoo Art Legend without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't always be worry Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo
Art Legend can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The
Story of a Tattoo Art Legend having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Barbara Lewis:

The feeling that you get from Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo Art
Legend could be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Smile Now, Cry Later:
Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo Art Legend giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having that Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo
Art Legend instantly.

Anthony Brown:

The actual book Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo Art Legend has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Aurora Ammon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-



The Story of a Tattoo Art Legend.
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