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Debates over global warming and fossil fuel dependence dominate public discussions of the environment.
For many of us, these debates are abstract because environmental problems do not yet disrupt our daily lives.
But in communities throughout the United States and around the globe, environmental activism is not a
matter of choice, it is a necessity.

 

East Liverpool, Ohio, is one of those places. Since 1993, the eastern Ohio River Valley has been home to a
massive hazardous waste incinerator. The WTI incinerator in East Liverpool burns 60,000 tons of hazardous
waste each year, has experienced dozens of accidents, and is located within 100 yards of an elementary
school. Yet, it continues to operate.

 

Toxic Burn is a gripping account of the activist movement against the imposing WTI incinerator in this
struggling rust belt town. Drawing on personal interviews with key participants as well as official
documents, Thomas Shevory tells the story of building, maintaining, and resisting the incinerator. It begins
in the 1970s with community leaders who responded to failing pottery and steel industries by proposing the
incinerator as a source of jobs and tax revenue. The incinerator’s opponents fought back, challenging EPA
permits in court. They also enlisted the support of Greenpeace and publicly called presidential hopeful Al
Gore to task for the Clinton administration’s backing of the incinerator. These activists’ efforts have not only
helped to curtail the industry’s expansion, Shevory concludes, but have also encouraged movement toward
more sustainable models of industrial production.

 

Hazardous waste disposal is a hot-button issue in many communities. By analyzing the obstacles faced by
the WTI incinerator’s opponents, as well as their victories, Toxic Burn shows that the actions of decent and
determined citizens are powerful and essential to developing new environmental models and ultimately
saving the health and lives of those in the path of potential disaster.

 

Thomas Shevory is professor of politics at Ithaca College. He is also author of Notorious H.I.V.: The Media
Spectacle of Nushawn Williams (Minnesota, 2004).
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From reader reviews:

Jean Young:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Toxic Burn: The
Grassroots Struggle against the WTI Incinerator? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Victoria Williams:

This book untitled Toxic Burn: The Grassroots Struggle against the WTI Incinerator to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it through online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your
list.

Stacy Vincent:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this Toxic Burn: The Grassroots Struggle against the WTI Incinerator.

Dennis Lewis:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book Toxic Burn: The Grassroots Struggle against the WTI Incinerator. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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