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The story of viruses and humanity is a story of fear and ignorance, of grief and heartbreak, and of great
bravery and sacrifice. Michael Oldstone tells all these stories as he illuminates the history of the devastating
diseases that have tormented humanity, focusing mostly on the most famous viruses.
Oldstone begins with smallpox, polio, and measles. Nearly 300 million people were killed by smallpox in
this century alone and the author presents a vivid account of the long campaign to eradicate this lethal killer.
Oldstone then describes the fascinating viruses that have captured headlines in more recent years: Ebola,
Hantavirus, mad cow disease (a frightening illness made worse by government mishandling and secrecy),
and, of course, AIDS. And he tells us of the many scientists watching and waiting even now for the next
great plague, monitoring influenza strains to see whether the deadly variant from 1918--a viral strain that
killed over 20 million people in 1918-1919--will make a comeback. For this revised edition, Oldstone
includes discussions of new viruses like SARS, bird flu, virally caused cancers, chronic wasting disease, and
West Nile, and fully updates the original text with new findings on particular viruses.
Viruses, Plagues, and History paints a sweeping portrait of humanity's long-standing conflict with our
unseen viral enemies. Oldstone's book is a vivid history of a fascinating field, and a highly reliable dispatch
from an eminent researcher on the front line of this ongoing campaign.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future. Try to make book
Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future as your pal. It means that it can to become your
friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Geraldine Davis:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Viruses, Plagues, and History:
Past, Present and Future. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Timothy Roesch:

Here thing why this Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication
that similar with Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future. It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Viruses, Plagues, and History:
Past, Present and Future in e-book can be your alternative.

Monica Bonner:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and
Future can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past,
Present and Future.
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