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Democracy, free thought and expression, religious tolerance, individual liberty, political self-determination
of peoples, sexual and racial equality--these values have firmly entered the mainstream in the decades since
they were enshrined in the 1948 U.N. Declaration of Human Rights. But if these ideals no longer seem
radical today, their origin was very radical indeed--far more so than most historians have been willing to
recognize. In A Revolution of the Mind, Jonathan Israel, one of the world's leading historians of the
Enlightenment, traces the philosophical roots of these ideas to what were the least respectable strata of
Enlightenment thought--what he calls the Radical Enlightenment.

Originating as a clandestine movement of ideas that was almost entirely hidden from public view during its
earliest phase, the Radical Enlightenment matured in opposition to the moderate mainstream Enlightenment
dominant in Europe and America in the eighteenth century. During the revolutionary decades of the 1770s,
1780s, and 1790s, the Radical Enlightenment burst into the open, only to provoke a long and bitter backlash.
A Revolution of the Mind shows that this vigorous opposition was mainly due to the powerful impulses in
society to defend the principles of monarchy, aristocracy, empire, and racial hierarchy--principles linked to
the upholding of censorship, church authority, social inequality, racial segregation, religious discrimination,
and far-reaching privilege for ruling groups.

In telling this fascinating history, A Revolution of the Mind reveals the surprising origin of our most
cherished values--and helps explain why in certain circles they are frequently disapproved of and attacked
even today.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Chambers:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this A Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment and the
Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy.

Paul Blecha:

Here thing why this particular A Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins
of Modern Democracy are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. A
Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that
similar with A Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of Modern
Democracy. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of A Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of
Modern Democracy in e-book can be your alternate.

Margaret Head:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The A Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment and
the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Bernadine Parker:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we



know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment and the
Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy can make you sense more interested to read.
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