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Elaborate and sensational gifts were the hallmark of Mamluk diplomacy. From Cairo, where they controlled
the medieval spice trade and the holy sites of Christianity and Islam, the Mamluk Sultans - conscious of their
humble slave origins - augmented their claims to legitimacy through brilliant displays of diplomatic gift-
giving, creating a celebrated reputation for the Sultanate from Europe to the Far East. From spices,
ceremonial textiles and military objects to elephants and giraffes, and even humans - either living or as
severed heads - the offerings varied in combination and emphasis according to the status and circumstances
of giver and receiver, but always created a sensation. Through an unparalleled study of primary sources and
rigorous fieldwork, this original book - richly illustrated in colour - explores the unpredictable and nuanced
art of the regal gift in the Mamluk Sultanate from 1250-1517. Doris Behrens-Abouseif not only provides the
first study of this subject, but makes an important contribution to the study of diplomacy, economics, visual
arts and material culture in the medieval period.
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From reader reviews:

Marlin Brogan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Practising Diplomacy in the Mamluk Sultanate: Gifts and Material Culture in
the Medieval Islamic World (Library of Middle East History). Try to make the book Practising Diplomacy in
the Mamluk Sultanate: Gifts and Material Culture in the Medieval Islamic World (Library of Middle East
History) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Cynthia Campbell:

The book Practising Diplomacy in the Mamluk Sultanate: Gifts and Material Culture in the Medieval Islamic
World (Library of Middle East History) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable
to you. The book Practising Diplomacy in the Mamluk Sultanate: Gifts and Material Culture in the Medieval
Islamic World (Library of Middle East History) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the
e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Gary Ritchie:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Practising Diplomacy in the Mamluk Sultanate: Gifts and Material Culture in the Medieval Islamic
World (Library of Middle East History) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Nila Cobb:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Practising Diplomacy in the Mamluk Sultanate:
Gifts and Material Culture in the Medieval Islamic World (Library of Middle East History) can be the reply,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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