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It is a paradox of American life that we are a highly urbanized nation filled with people deeply ambivalent
about urban life. An aversion to urban density and all that it contributes to urban life, and a perception that
the city was the place where "big government" first took root in America fostered what historian Steven
Conn terms the "anti-urban impulse." In response, anti-urbanists called for the decentralization of the city,
and rejected the role of government in American life in favor of a return to the pioneer virtues of
independence and self-sufficiency.

In this provocative and sweeping book, Conn explores the anti-urban impulse across the 20th century,
examining how the ideas born of it have shaped both the places in which Americans live and work, and the
anti-government politics so strong today. Beginning in the booming industrial cities of the Progressive era at
the turn of the 20th century, where debate surrounding these questions first arose, Conn examines the
progression of anti-urban movements. : He describes the decentralist movement of the 1930s, the attempt to
revive the American small town in the mid-century, the anti-urban basis of urban renewal in the 1950s and
'60s, and the Nixon administration's program of building new towns as a response to the urban crisis,
illustrating how, by the middle of the 20th century, anti-urbanism was at the center of the politics of the New
Right. Concluding with an exploration of the New Urbanist experiments at the turn of the 21st century, Conn
demonstrates the full breadth of the anti-urban impulse, from its inception to the present day. Engagingly
written, thoroughly researched, and forcefully argued, Americans Against the City is important reading for
anyone who cares not just about the history of our cities, but about their future as well.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Thies:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century. Try
to make the book Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century as your good friend.
It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

Rina Reese:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century, you are able to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Arthur Furr:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in
the Twentieth Century or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case,
beside science book, any other book likes Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth
Century to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

John Cotton:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most



crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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