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In modern Latin America, profound social inequalities have persisted despite the promise of equality. Nara
B. Milanich argues that social and legal practices surrounding family and kinship have helped produce and
sustain these inequalities. Tracing families both elite and plebeian in late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-
century Chile, she focuses on a group largely invisible in Latin American historiography: children. The
concept of family constituted a crucial dimension of an individual’s identity and status, but also denoted a
privileged set of gendered and generational dependencies that not all people could claim. Children of Fate
explores such themes as paternity, illegitimacy, kinship, and child circulation over the course of eighty years
of Chile’s modern history to illuminate the ways family practices and ideologies powerfully shaped the lives
of individuals as well as broader social structures.

Milanich pays particular attention to family law, arguing that liberal legal reforms wrought in the 1850s,
which left the paternity of illegitimate children purposely unrecorded, reinforced not only patriarchal power
but also hierarchies of class. Through vivid stories culled from judicial and notarial sources and from a cache
of documents found in the closet of a Santiago orphanage, she reveals how law and bureaucracy helped
create an anonymous underclass bereft of kin entitlements, dependent on the charity of others, and
marginalized from public bureaucracies. Milanich also challenges the recent scholarly emphasis on state
formation by highlighting the enduring importance of private, informal, and extralegal relations of power
within and across households. Children of Fate demonstrates how the study of children can illuminate the
social organization of gender and class, liberalism, law, and state power in modern Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

Here thing why that Children of Fate: Childhood, Class, and the State in Chile, 1850-1930 (e-Duke books
scholarly collection.) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it
really depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Children of Fate:
Childhood, Class, and the State in Chile, 1850-1930 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that
similar with Children of Fate: Childhood, Class, and the State in Chile, 1850-1930 (e-Duke books scholarly
collection.). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of Children of Fate: Childhood, Class, and the State in Chile, 1850-1930 (e-
Duke books scholarly collection.) in e-book can be your alternate.

John McDole:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Children of Fate: Childhood, Class, and the
State in Chile, 1850-1930 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) can be very good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

David Hedges:

This Children of Fate: Childhood, Class, and the State in Chile, 1850-1930 (e-Duke books scholarly
collection.) is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Children of Fate: Childhood, Class, and the State in Chile, 1850-
1930 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) can be the light food for you because the information inside this
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your
better life along with knowledge.



Jennifer Stanley:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Children of Fate: Childhood, Class, and the State in Chile, 1850-1930 (e-Duke
books scholarly collection.) can make you feel more interested to read.
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