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Benjamin A. Valentino finds that ethnic hatreds or discrimination, undemocratic systems of government, and
dysfunctions in society play a much smaller role in mass killing and genocide than is commonly assumed.
He shows that the impetus for mass killing usually originates from a relatively small group of powerful
leaders and is often carried out without the active support of broader society. Mass killing, in his view, is a
brutal political or military strategy designed to accomplish leaders' most important objectives, counter threats
to their power, and solve their most difficult problems.

In order to capture the full scope of mass killing during the twentieth century, Valentino does not limit his
analysis to violence directed against ethnic groups, or to the attempt to destroy victim groups as such, as do
most previous studies of genocide. Rather, he defines mass killing broadly as the intentional killing of a
massive number of noncombatants, using the criteria of 50,000 or more deaths within five years as a
quantitative standard. Final Solutions focuses on three types of mass killing: communist mass killings like
the ones carried out in the Soviet Union, China, and Cambodia; ethnic genocides as in Armenia, Nazi
Germany, and Rwanda; and "counter-guerrilla" campaigns including the brutal civil war in Guatemala and
the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.

Valentino closes the book by arguing that attempts to prevent mass killing should focus on disarming and
removing from power the leaders and small groups responsible for instigating and organizing the killing.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wright:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Final Solutions: Mass Killing and
Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) will make you to become smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will
open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Madeline Williams:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the
20th Century (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) has been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Final Solutions: Mass
Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Final Solutions: Mass Killing and
Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). You never feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Ward Bishop:

This Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)
book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Final Solutions: Mass Killing and
Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Final Solutions:
Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can bring when you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Eunice Huynh:

The particular book Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help.



The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.
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