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From Holbein to Hockney, from Norman Rockwell to Pablo Picasso, from sixteenth-century Rome to 1980s
SoHo, Robert Hughes looks with love, loathing, warmth, wit and authority at a wide range of art and artists,
good, bad, past and present.
   As art critic for Time magazine, internationally acclaimed for his study of modern art, The Shock of the
New, he is perhaps America’s most widely read and admired writer on art.  In this book:  nearly a hundred of
his finest essays on the subject.
   For the realism of Thomas Eakins to the Soviet satirists Komar and Melamid, from Watteau to Willem de
Kooning to Susan Rothenberg, here is Hughes—astute, vivid and uninhibited—on dozens of famous and
not-so-famous artists.  He observes that Caravaggio was “one of the hinges of art history; there was art
before him and art after him, and they were not the same”; he remarks that Julian Schnabel’s “work is to
painting what Stallone’s is to acting”; he calls John Constable’s Wivenhoe Park “almost the last word on
Eden-as-Property”; he notes how “distorted traces of [Jackson] Pollock lie like genes in art-world careers
that, one might have thought, had nothing to do with his.”  He knows how Norman Rockwell made a chicken
stand still long enough to be painted, and what Degas said about success (some kinds are indistinguishable
from panic).
   Phrasemaker par excellence, Hughes is at the same time an incisive and profound critic, not only of
particular artists, but also of the social context in which art exists and is traded.  His fresh perceptions of such
figures as Andy Warhol and the French writer Jean Baudrillard are matched in brilliance by his pungent
discussions of the art market—its inflated prices and reputations, its damage to the public domain of culture. 
There is a superb essay on Bernard Berenson, and another on the strange, tangled case of the Mark Rothko
estate.  And as a finale, Hughes gives us “The SoHoiad,” the mock-epic satire that so amused and annoyed
the art world in the mid-1980s.
   A meteor of a book that enlightens, startles, stimulates and entertains.
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From reader reviews:

Della Richardson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and
Artists has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is extremely advantages for you. The publication Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and Artists is not
only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Nothing If Not
Critical: Essays on Art and Artists. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Luke Palmieri:

The e-book untitled Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and Artists is the publication that recommended
to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
research when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and Artists from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Janice Burgess:

The reserve with title Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and Artists contains a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Tom Harris:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and Artists can make you truly feel more interested
to read.
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