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In the mid-1830s, the United States learned that it was the beneficiary of a strange and unprecedented
bequest. An Englishman named James Smithson, who had never set foot in the U.S,, had left al hisfortune
to found in Washington "an establishment for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among men." He | eft
no further instructions, and the questions surrounding the extraordinary bequest sparked a rancorous decade-
long debate in Congress.

Sinceits founding in 1846, the Smithsonian Institution has grown into the largest museum and research
complex in the world. Known as "the Nation's Attic," it is the keeper of many of America's most treasured
cultural icons-the Star-Spangled Banner, the Spirit of St. Louis, Lincoln's top hat, and Dorothy's ruby
dippers. At its heart, however, has always been the mystery of its enigmatic benefactor.

Drawing on unpublished letters and diaries from archives across Europe and the United States-including the
entirety of the Smithsonian's archive-Heather Ewing paints the fullest picture to date of James Smithson and
his compelling story. The illegitimate son of the first Duke of Northumberland, Smithson was born into the
world of the ancien regime, where birth and name meant everything. He found a new future in science, the
closest thing the eighteenth century had to a meritocracy. Against a backdrop of war and revolution,
Smithson and his friends, who included many of the most famous scientists of the age, burst through
boundaries at every turn, defying gravity in the first hot air balloons, upending the biblical timeline with their
geological finds, and exploring the realm of the invisible with the discovery of new gases.
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From reader reviews:
Jesse Valles:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Lost World of James Smithson: Science, Revolution, and the Birth of
the Smithsonian. Try to make book The Lost World of James Smithson: Science, Revolution, and the Birth
of the Smithsonian as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Lisa Gaither:

Book is usualy written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Lost World of James
Smithson: Science, Revolution, and the Birth of the Smithsonian will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou
can fedl considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Myrtle Brown:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authorsin thisworld alwaystry to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
themisthis The Lost World of James Smithson: Science, Revolution, and the Birth of the Smithsonian.

John Dinwiddie:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Lost World of James Smithson: Science,
Revolution, and the Birth of the Smithsonian is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. 1t is make you better to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart
phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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