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During the early modern period, hundreds of Turks and Moors traded in English and Welsh ports, dazzled
English society with exotic cuisine and Arabian horses, and worked small jobs in London, while the
"Barbary Corsairs" raided coastal towns and, if captured, lingered in Plymouth jails or stood trial in
Southampton courtrooms. In turn, Britons fought in Muslim armies, traded and settled in Moroccan or
Tunisian harbor towns, joined the international community of pirates in Mediterranean and Atlantic outposts,
served in Algerian households and ships, and endured captivity from Salee to Alexandria and from Fez to
Mocha.

In Turks, Moors, and Englishmen, Nabil Matar vividly presents new data about Anglo-Islamic social and
historical interactions. Rather than looking exclusively at literary works, which tended to present
unidimensional stereotypes of Muslims—Shakespeare's "superstitious Moor" or Goffe's "raging Turke," to
name only two—Matar delves into hitherto unexamined English prison depositions, captives' memoirs,
government documents, and Arabic chronicles and histories. The result is a significant alternative to the
prevailing discourse on Islam, which nearly always centers around ethnocentrism and attempts at dominance
over the non-Western world, and an astonishing revelation about the realities of exchange and familiarity
between England and Muslim society in the Elizabethan and early Stuart periods.

Concurrent with England's engagement and "discovery" of the Muslims was the "discovery" of the American
Indians. In an original analysis, Matar shows how Hakluyt and Purchas taught their readers not only about
America but about the Muslim dominions, too; how there were more reasons for Britons to venture eastward
than westward; and how, in the period under study, more Englishmen lived in North Africa than in North
America. Although Matar notes the sharp political and colonial differences between the English encounter
with the Muslims and their encounter with the Indians, he shows how Elizabethan and Stuart writers
articulated Muslim in terms of Indian, and Indian in terms of Muslim. By superimposing the sexual
constructions of the Indians onto the Muslims, and by applying to them the ideology of holy war which had
legitimated the destruction of the Indians, English writers prepared the groundwork for orientalism and for
the eighteenth- and nineteenth-century conquest of Mediterranean Islam.

Matar's detailed research provides a new direction in the study of England's geographic imagination. It also
illuminates the subtleties and interchangeability of stereotype, racism, and demonization that must be taken
into account in any responsible depiction of English history.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Miranda:

In other case, little folks like to read book Turks, Moors, and Englishmen in the Age of Discovery. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book
Turks, Moors, and Englishmen in the Age of Discovery. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Thanh Johnson:

This book untitled Turks, Moors, and Englishmen in the Age of Discovery to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Elaine Rochelle:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Turks, Moors, and Englishmen in the Age of Discovery was
filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Delilah Jordan:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Turks, Moors, and Englishmen in the Age of
Discovery was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Turks, Moors, and
Englishmen in the Age of Discovery has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading that will.
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