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Between 1929 and 1934, women in American cinema were modern! For five short years women in American
cinema were modern! They took lovers, had babies out of wedlock, got rid of cheating husbands, enjoyed
their sexuality, led unapologetic careers and, in general, acted the way many think women only acted after
1968.

Before then, women on screen had come in two varieties - good or bad - sweet ingenue or vamp. Then two
stars came along to blast away these common stereotypes. Garbo turned the femme fatale into a woman
whose capacity for love and sacrifice made all other human emotions seem pale. Meanwhile, Norma Shearer
succeeded in taking the ingenue to a place she'd never been: the bedroom. Garbo and Shearer took the
stereotypes and made them complicated.

In the wake of these complicated women came others, a deluge of indelible stars - Constance Bennett, Ruth
Chatterton, Mae Clarke, Claudette Colbert, Marlene Dietrich, Kay Francis, Ann Harding, Jean Harlow,
Miriam Hopkins, Dorothy Mackaill, Barbara Stanywyck, Mae West and Loretta Young all came into their
own during the pre-Code era. These women pushed the limits and shaped their images along modern lines.

Then, in July 1934, the draconian Production Code became the law in Hollywood and these modern women
of the screen were banished, not to be seen again until the code was repealed three decades later.

Mick LaSalle, film critic for the San Francisco Chronicle, takes readers on a tour of pre-Code films and
reveals how this was the true golden age of women's films and how the movies of the pre-Code are still
worth watching. The bold, pioneering and complicated women of the pre-Code era are about to take their
place in the pantheon of film history, and America is about to reclaim a rich legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Molina:

The book Complicated Women: Sex and Power in Pre-Code Hollywood can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Complicated
Women: Sex and Power in Pre-Code Hollywood? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book Complicated Women: Sex and Power in Pre-Code Hollywood has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Wendy Kroll:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do?
Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their can do
this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this Complicated Women: Sex and Power in Pre-Code Hollywood to read.

Vincent Olson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Complicated Women: Sex and
Power in Pre-Code Hollywood book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Catherine Cote:

The reserve untitled Complicated Women: Sex and Power in Pre-Code Hollywood is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Complicated Women: Sex and Power in Pre-Code
Hollywood from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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