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How Sex Became a Civil Liberty is the first book to show how and why we have come to see sexual
expression, sexual practice, and sexual privacy as fundamental rights. Using rich archival sources and oral
interviews, historian Leigh Ann Wheeler shows how the private lives of women and men in the American
Civil Liberties Union shaped their understanding of sexual rights as they built the constitutional foundation
for the twentieth-century's sexual revolutions.

Wheeler introduces readers to a number of fascinating figures, including ACLU founders Crystal Eastman
and Roger Baldwin; nudists, victims of involuntary sterilization, and others who appealed to the organization
for help; as well as attorneys like Dorothy Kenyon, Harriet Pilpel, and Melvin Wulf, who pushed the ACLU
to tackle such controversial issues as abortion and homosexuality. It demonstrates how their work with the
American Birth Control League, Planned Parenthood Federation, Kinsey Institute, Playboy magazine, and
other organizations influenced the ACLU's agenda.

Wheeler explores the ACLU's prominent role in nearly every major court decision related to sexuality while
examining how the ACLU also promoted its agenda through grassroots activism, political action, and public
education. She shows how the ACLU helped to collapse distinctions between public and private in ways that
privileged access to sexual expression over protection from it. Thanks largely to the organization's work,
abortion and birth control are legal, coerced sterilization is rare, sexually explicit material is readily
available, and gay rights are becoming a reality. But this book does not simply applaud the creation of a sex-
saturated culture and the arming of citizens with sexual rights; it shows how hard-won rights for some often
impinged upon freedoms held dear by others.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Perkins:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide How Sex Became a Civil Liberty
will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal
book with you?

Patrick Siemens:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
How Sex Became a Civil Liberty the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book
then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The How Sex
Became a Civil Liberty giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Robert Alleman:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This How Sex Became a Civil Liberty is
simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Janet Warren:

This How Sex Became a Civil Liberty is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this How Sex Became a Civil Liberty can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there
is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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