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In 1910, at the age of fifty-one, Alexander Ziskind Gurwitz made the bold decision to emigrate with his wife
and four children from southeastern Ukraine in Tsarist Russia to begin a new life in Texas. In 1935, in his
seventies, Gurwitz composed a retrospective autobiography, Memories of Two Generations, that recounts his
personal story both of the rich history of the lost Jewish world of Eastern Europe and of the rambunctious
development of frontier Jewish communities in the United States.
 
In both Europe and America, Gurwitz inhabited an almost exclusively Jewish world. As a boy, he studied in
traditional yeshivas and earned a living as a Hebrew language teacher and kosher butcher. Widely travelled,
Gurwitz recalls with wit and insight daily life in European shtetls, providing perceptive and informative
comments about Jewish religion, history, politics, and social customs. Among the book’s most notable
features is his first-hand, insider’s account of the yearly Jewish holiday cycle as it was observed in the
nineteenth century, described as he experienced it as a child.
 
Gurwitz’s account of his arrival in Texas forms a cornerstone record of the Galveston Immigration
Movement; this memoir represents the only complete narrative of that migration from an immigrant’s point
of view. Gurwitz’s descriptions about the development of a thriving Orthodox community in San Antonio
provide an important and unique primary source about a facet of American Jewish life that is not widely
known.
 
Gurwitz wrote his memoir in his preferred Yiddish, and this translation into English by Rabbi Amram Prero
captures the lyrical style of the original. Scholar and author Bryan Edward Stone’s special introduction and
illuminating footnotes round out a superb edition that offers much to experts and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Parker:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Memories of Two Generations: A Yiddish
Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture Series). You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Memories of Two
Generations: A Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture Series). You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Julie Ross:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Memories of Two Generations: A
Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture Series) book because book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Annmarie Windham:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Memories of Two Generations: A Yiddish
Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture Series) is kind of book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

James Fox:

You can find this Memories of Two Generations: A Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism:
History and Culture Series) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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