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As Canadians, we remember the stories told to us in high-school history class as condensed images of the
past--the glorious Mountie, the fearsome Native, the Last Spike. National Dreams is an incisive study of the
most persistent icons and stories in Canadian history, and how they inform our sense of national identity: the
fundamental beliefs that we Canadians hold about ourselves. National Dreams is the story of our stories; the
myths and truths of our collective past that we first learned in school, and which we carry throughout our
adult lives as tangible evidence of what separates us from other nationalities. Francis examines various
aspects of this national mythology, in which history is as much storytelling as fact. Textbooks were an
important resource for Francis. "For me, these books are interesting not because they explain what actually
happened to us, but because they explain what we think happened to us."

For example, Francis documents how the legend of the CPR as a country-sustaining, national affirming
monolity was created by the company itself--a group of capitalists celebrating the privately-owned railway,
albeit one which was generously supported with public land and cash--and reiterated by most historians ever
since.

Similarly, we learn how the Mounties were transformed from historical police force to mythic heroes by a
vast army of autobiographers, historians, novelists, and Hollywood filmmakers, with little attention paid to
the true role of the force in such incidents as the Bolshevik rebellion, in which a secret conspiracy by the
Government against its people was conducted through the RNWMP.

Also revealed in National Dreams are the stories surrounding the formation and celebration of Canadian
heroes such as Louis Riel and Billy Bishop.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Spier:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title National Dreams:
Myth, Memory, and Canadian History suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer
in this era. The book untitled National Dreams: Myth, Memory, and Canadian Historyis the one of several
books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Rodolfo Rodgers:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
National Dreams: Myth, Memory, and Canadian History, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Wendell Holloway:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top list in your reading list is definitely National Dreams: Myth, Memory, and Canadian
History. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Shirley Davenport:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book National Dreams: Myth, Memory, and Canadian History. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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