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A famous magician's journey to find the greatest cardsharp ever evokes the forgotten world of magic
where Americans found escape during the Great Depression

It has the nostalgic quality of an old-fashioned fable, but Karl Johnson's The Magician and the Cardsharp is
a true story that lovingly re-creates the sparkle of a vanished world. Here, set against the backdrop of
America struggling through the Depression, is the world of magic, a realm of stars, sleight of hand, and sin
where dreams could be realized - or stolen away.

Following the Crash of '29, Dai Vernon, known by magicians as "the man who fooled Houdini," is tramping
down Midwestern backroads, barely making ends meet. While swapping secrets with a Mexican gambler, he
hears of a guy he doesn't quite believe is real - a legendary mystery man who deals perfectly from the center
of the deck and who locals call the greatest cardsharp of all time. Determined to find the reclusive genius,
Vernon sets out on a journey through America's shady, slick, and sinful side - from mob-run Kansas City
through railroad towns that looked sleepy only in the daytime. Does he find the sharp?

Well, Karl Johnson did - after years of research into Vernon's colorful quest, research that led him to places
he never knew existed. Johnson takes us to the cardsharp's doorstep and shows us how he bestowed on
Vernon the greatest secret in magic. The Magician and the Cardsharp is a unique and endlessly entertaining
piece of history that reveals the artistry and obsession of a special breed of American showmen.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Hayes:

The book The Magician and the Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing
like a book The Magician and the Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist? A
number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Magician and the Cardsharp: The
Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

April Hall:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Magician and the Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist.

Margaret Velasquez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Magician and the
Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The Magician and the
Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist become your starter.

Lauren Robinson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that



recommended for you is The Magician and the Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-
Hand Artist this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
ideal all of you.
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