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Are the Mexican people the children of Moctezuma or the children of Cortés? This question, long the central
problem of Mexican historians, Justo Sierra answered by saying, "The Mexicans are the sons of the two
peoples, of the two races … to this we owe our soul."

Because Sierra recognized the dual parentage, he was able to view his country's history as an evolutionary
process. Formed in both the indigenous past and the colonial past, the Mexican people, after three hundred
years of slow and painful gestation, were finally born with the arrival of Independence. They came of age
when the Reform, the Republic, and the nation achieved a single identity.

This classical synthesis, written on the eve of the Mexican Revolution, gave direction to the generation that
furnished the Revolution's intellectual leaders. Although the author was Secretary of Public Instruction in the
dictatorial regime of Porfirio Díaz, he was the first historian to show sympathy for the plight of the masses,
and his book ends with the warning that political evolution has lost its way unless the result is freedom.

As Edmundo O'Gorman points out in an important essay on Mexican historiography, written especially for
this edition, Sierra was also the first to write a history of his nation in a sincere endeavor to get at the truth,
instead of shaping his account to prove a thesis or to preach some political faith. And yet, his work "owes its
originality and its lasting merit to his vigorous interpretation of Mexico's history in the light of his
convictions, of his keen insight, even of his fears." Though the chapters on the pre-Columbian Indian have
been rendered obsolete by later archeological discoveries, the rest of the history is still valid and needs only
to be brought up to date.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Miller:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Political Evolution of the Mexican People seemed to be
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The reserve The Political Evolution of the Mexican People is not only giving you much
more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book The Political Evolution of
the Mexican People. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

William Wood:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Political
Evolution of the Mexican People is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Joshua Poulson:

The book with title The Political Evolution of the Mexican People posesses a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jackie Armstrong:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. From the book The Political Evolution of the Mexican People we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The Political Evolution of the
Mexican People. You can more appealing than now.
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