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Influenced by news reports of young children brutalized by their parents, most of us see the role of child
services as the prevention of severe physical abuse. But as Tina Lee shows in Catching a Case, most child
welfare cases revolve around often ill-founded charges of neglect, and the parents swept into the system are
generally struggling but loving, fighting to raise their children in the face of crushing poverty, violent crime,
poor housing, lack of childcare, and failing schools.
 
Lee explored the child welfare system in New York City, observing family courts, interviewing parents and
following them through the system, asking caseworkers for descriptions of their work and their decision-
making processes, and discussing cases with attorneys on all sides. What she discovered about the system is
troubling. Lee reveals that, in the face of draconian budget cuts and a political climate that blames the poor
for their own poverty, child welfare practices have become punitive, focused on removing children from
their families and on parental compliance with rules. Rather than provide needed help for families, case
workers often hold parents to standards almost impossible for working-class and poor parents to meet. For
instance, parents can be accused of neglect for providing inadequate childcare or housing even when they
cannot afford anything better. In many cases, child welfare exacerbates family problems and sometimes
drives parents further into poverty while the family court system does little to protect their rights. 
 
Catching a Case is a much-needed wake-up call to improve the child welfare system, and to offer more
comprehensive social services that will allow all children to thrive. 
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From reader reviews:

Michael Moore:

The book Catching a Case: Inequality and Fear in New York City's Child Welfare System give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make reading through a book Catching a Case: Inequality and Fear in New York City's Child Welfare
System being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a
publication Catching a Case: Inequality and Fear in New York City's Child Welfare System. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
e-book?

Desmond Gorman:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is
this Catching a Case: Inequality and Fear in New York City's Child Welfare System.

Donn Chavez:

Precisely why? Because this Catching a Case: Inequality and Fear in New York City's Child Welfare System
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include
such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Lula Day:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Catching a Case: Inequality and Fear in
New York City's Child Welfare System can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this
one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book



can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let us have Catching a Case: Inequality and Fear in New York City's Child Welfare System.
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