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Poland suffered an exceedingly brutal Nazi occupation during the Second World War. Close to five million
Polish citizens lost their lives as aresult. More than half the casualties were Polish Jews. Thus, the second
largest Jewish community in the world—only American Jewry numbered more than the three and a half
million Polish Jews at the time-was wiped out. Over 90 percent of its members were killed in the Holocaust.
And yet, despite this unprecedented calamity that affected both Jews and non-Jews, Jewish Holocaust
survivors returning to their hometowns in Poland after the war experienced widespread hostility, including
murder, at the hands of their neighbors. The bloodiest peacetime pogrom in twentieth-century Europe took
place in the Polish town of Kielce one year after the war ended, on July 4, 1946.

Jan Gross's Fear attempts to answer a perplexing question: How was anti-Semitism possible in Poland after
the war? At the center of hisinvestigation is a detailed reconstruction of the Kielce pogrom and the reactions
it evoked in various milieus of Polish society. How did the Polish Catholic Church, Communist party
workers, and intellectual s respond to the spectacle of Jews being murdered by their fellow citizensin a
country that had just been liberated from afive-year Nazi occupation?

Gross argues that the anti-Semitism displayed in Poland in the war’ s aftermath cannot be understood simply
as a continuation of prewar attitudes. Rather, it developed in the context of the Holocaust and the Communist
takeover: Anti-Semitism eventually became a common currency between the Communist regime and a
society in which many had joined in the Nazi campaign of plunder and murder—and for whom the Jewish
survivors were a standing reproach.

Jews did not bring communism to Poland as some believe; in fact, they were finally driven out of Poland
under the Communist regime as a matter of political expediency. In the words of the Nobel Prize—winning
poet Czeslaw Milosz, Poland’s Communist rulers fulfilled the dream of Polish nationalists by bringing into
existence an ethnically pure state.

For more than half a century, what happened to the Jewish Holocaust survivors in Poland has been cloaked

in guilt and shame. Writing with passion, brilliance, and fierce clarity, Jan T. Gross at last brings the truth to
light.
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From reader reviews:
JoeVizcarra:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Fear: Anti-Semitismin
Poland After Auschwitz to read.

Gerri Townsend:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Fear: Anti-Semitism
in Poland After Auschwitz book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the detailsin
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Tracy Gardiner:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland After Auschwitz provide you with new experience in reading through a
book.

ErnestineWorrdl:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland After Auschwitz this book consist alot of
the information in the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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