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During the Civil War, humans impacted plants and animals on an unprecedented scale as soldiers on both
sides waged the most environmentally destructive war ever on American soil. Refugees and armies alike
tramped across the landscape foraging for food, shelter, and fuel. Wild plants and animals formed barriers for
armies and carried disease, yet also provided medicine and raw materials necessary to implement war,
greatly influencing the day-to-day life of soldiers and civilians alike. Of the thousands of books written about
the Civil War, few mention the environment, and none address the topic as a principal theme. In Flora and
Fauna of the Civil War, Kelby Ouchley blends traditional and natural history to create a unique text that
explores both the impact of the Civil War on the surrounding environment and the reciprocal influence of
plants and animals on the war effort. With an increasing rate of literacy in the country, the war generated an
abundance of letters, diaries, and journals in which soldiers and civilians penned descriptions of plants and
animals, sometimes as a brief comment in passing and other times as part of a noteworthy event in their
lives. Ouchley collects and organizes these first-person accounts of the Civil War environment, adding
expert analysis and commentary in order to offer an array of fascinating insights on the natural history of the
era. After discussing the physical setting of the war and exploring humans’ attitudes toward nature during the
Civil War period, Ouchley presents the flora and fauna by individual species or closely related group in the
words of the participants themselves. From ash trees to willows, or alligators to white-tail deer, the excerpts
offer glimpses of personal encounters with the natural world during the war, revealing how soldiers and
civilians thought about and interacted with wild flora and fauna in a time of epic historical events.
Collectively, no better sources exist to reveal human attitudes toward the environment in the Civil War era.
This one-of-a-kind reference book is sure to spark widespread interest among Civil War scholars, writers,
and enthusiasts, as well as environmental historians.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth McGrath:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Flora and Fauna of the Civil War: An Environmental
Reference Guide as your daily resource information.

Irma Huges:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book Flora and Fauna of the Civil War: An Environmental Reference Guide it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Gloria Eller:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Flora and Fauna of the Civil
War: An Environmental Reference Guide, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Tracy Caudle:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Flora and Fauna of
the Civil War: An Environmental Reference Guide which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.
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