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Archibald Menzies was one of alegion of intrepid Scots plant collectorsin the 18th and 19th centuries who
roamed the world and, by a combination of toughness and knowledge, established the foundations of the
botany of the British Empire. Thisis afascinating tale of how he brought the monkey puzzle to England for
thefirst time and provides an insight to international plant collecting in the 18th century. Based on his
diaries, the author recounts how Menzies, whilst on a classic voyage of exploration in which he
circumnavigated the world twice, isthe only naval surgeon to be placed under arrest for insubordination -
and all because his precious plants were washed away! He is also the only man to have pocketed his dessert
at aforeign presidential banquet, which subsequently resulted in the introduction of one of the most curious
treesto Britain's parks and estates. The author tells atale of high adventure on land and seain the latter part
of the 18th century, from a surgeon's grisly work at the Battle of the Saints in the West Indies to the
seductive alure of Tahitian maidens and plant collecting in freezing Alaska. Menzies was the first to ascend
the fiery volcano of Mauna Loain Hawaii, where the natives aptly described him as 'the red-faced man who
gathered grass and cut off men'slimbs'. An acclaimed naturalist, Menzies made major botanical discoveries
during the epic journey of HM S Discovery under Captain George Vancouver along the north-west coast of
Americain the early 1790s, discovering many plants which now adorn British and continental gardens. He
also described the Californian condor and made important early anthropological observations on the native
peoples of North America. In this highly readable book, the author recounts the story of how ayoung Scots
gardener from humble origins became a distinguished plant pioneer who changed the face of gardens
throughout Europe by his botanical discoveries.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Reid:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Monkey Puzzle Man: Archibald Menzies, Plant
Hunter. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book Monkey Puzzle Man: Archibald Menzies, Plant Hunter. Y ou can add understanding and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kevin Strickland:

Typically the book Monkey Puzzle Man: Archibald Menzies, Plant Hunter will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unigue. In the event you try to
find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Monkey Puzzle Man: Archibald Menzies,
Plant Hunter is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can aso get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Willie |l saac:

Beside this specific Monkey Puzzle Man: Archibald Menzies, Plant Hunter in your phone, it might give you
away to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Monkey Puzzle Man: Archibald Menzies, Plant Hunter because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find
this book as well asread it from currently!

Marianne Stromain:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Monkey Puzzle Man: Archibald Menzies,
Plant Hunter or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Monkey Puzzle Man: Archibald Menzies, Plant Hunter to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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