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In an age when computers process immense amounts of information by the manipulation of sequences of 1s
and 0s, it remains a frustrating mystery how prehistoric Inka recordkeepers encoded a tremendous variety
and quantity of data using only knotted and dyed strings. Yet the comparison between computers and khipu
may hold an important clue to deciphering the Inka records. In this book, Gary Urton sets forth a
pathbreaking theory that the manipulation of fibers in the construction of khipu created physical features that
constitute binary-coded sequences which store units of information in a system of binary recordkeeping that
was used throughout the Inka empire.

Urton begins his theory with the making of khipu, showing how at each step of the process binary, either/or
choices were made. He then investigates the symbolic components of the binary coding system, the amount
of information that could have been encoded, procedures that may have been used for reading the khipu, the
nature of the khipu signs, and, finally, the nature of the khipu recording system itself—emphasizing relations
of markedness and semantic coupling. This research constitutes a major step forward in building a unified
theory of the khipu system of information storage and communication based on the sum total of construction
features making up these extraordinary objects.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Silvey:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the
Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) book as
beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Curtis Phillips:

This book untitled Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (The
Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Carol Ton:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele Series in
Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Armida Shipman:

Beside that Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda
Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele
Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
often have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from today!
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