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Economists use the term "bandwagon effect” to describe the benefit a consumer enjoys as aresult of others
using the same product or service. The history of videocassettes offers a striking example of the power of
bandwagon effects. Originally there were two technical standards for videocassettes in the United States:
Betaand VHS. Betawas widely regarded to have better picture quality, but VHS could record longer
television programs. Eventually the selection of Beta cassettes shrank to zero, leaving consumers no choice
but to get on the VHS bandwagon. The most successful bandwagon, apart from telephone service, isthe
Internet.In this book Jeffrey Rohlfs shows how the dynamics of bandwagons differ from those of
conventional products and services. They are difficult to get started and often fail before getting under way.
A classic example of amarketing failure is the Picturephone, introduced by the Bell System in the early
1970s. Rohlfs describes the fierce battles waged by competitors when new services are introduced, as well as
cases of early agreement on a single technical standard, as with CDs and CD players. He a so discusses the
debate among economists and policy analysts over the advantages and disadvantages of having governments
set technical standards. The case studies include fax machines, telephones, CD players, VCRSs, personal
computers, television, and the Internet.
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From reader reviews:
Freddie Hoops:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It isagood choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Bandwagon Effects in High Technology
Industries (MIT Press) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in thisera.

Cesar Ford:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Bandwagon Effectsin High
Technology Industries (MIT Press) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for al you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Bandwagon Effectsin High Technology Industries
(MIT Press) become your own starter.

Amber Tyson:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. Bandwagon Effectsin High Technology Industries (MIT Press) can be your answer as
it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Margaret Garcia:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Bandwagon Effectsin
High Technology Industries (MIT Press) which is finding the e-book version. So, why not try out this book?
Let'sfind.
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