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Rumble Seat is an evocative, poetically-written memoir of artist Helen Piddington's childhood in the Victoria
suburb of Esquimalt--and what a childhood it was! The Piddingtons arrived from Quebec in 1924, and settled
into a life that in many ways typified well-off Victoria families of the period. Helen's father, Major Arthur
Grosvenor Piddington, was a bit of an eccentric whose preferred attire, after his British army blazer, was
jodhpurs and riding coat or drill shorts with knee socks held up by brightly-coloured garters. He dabbled in
gentlemanly pursuits such as sheep ranching but his true passion was riding. Helen's mother was "expected
to make and receive social calls and entertain with tea parties, dinners and dances" but she had help--a
governess, a nanny, a housemaid, a cook and faithful Tim the gardener. The Piddingtons occupied an
imposing home designed by Victoria's favourite residential architect, Samuel Maclure, with a grand entrance
hall and private garden, tennis court, stables, paddock and meadows bordered by golf links. Family
amusements included hosting garden fetes, playing tennis and polo, summering at Savira, their cottage on
Shawnigan Lake and motoring in their mother's Morris roadster--the one with the coveted rumble seat.

During the 1930s the Piddington's life of privileged comfort vanished thanks to the Great Depression and
Major Piddington's bad luck in business. From then on the elder Piddingtons were forced to look after their
vast brood themselves, the Major growing their food and Mrs. P. belatedly learning to cook, keep house and
care for Helen, her youngest child. Difficult as the adjustment was, there was new satisfaction to be found in
sharing and making do.

With sharp descriptions of the artifacts, mannerisms and characters recalled from her early years, Helen
Piddington's Rumble Seat is a captivating record of a way of life gone by and a valuable addition to the social
history of British Columbia.
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From reader reviews:

Lynda Wright:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Rumble Seat: A Victorian Childhood Remembered. Try to the
actual book Rumble Seat: A Victorian Childhood Remembered as your buddy. It means that it can for being
your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Gabriel Reyes:

The book Rumble Seat: A Victorian Childhood Remembered can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Rumble Seat: A Victorian
Childhood Remembered? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Rumble Seat: A Victorian Childhood Remembered has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Mildred Hall:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Rumble Seat: A Victorian Childhood Remembered this e-book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Irma Murray:

This Rumble Seat: A Victorian Childhood Remembered is completely new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Rumble Seat: A
Victorian Childhood Remembered can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah
I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find



actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life along with knowledge.
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