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Chicago has long struggled with racial residential segregation, high rates of poverty, and deepening class
stratification, and it can be a challenging place for adolescents to grow up. Unequal City examines the ways
in which Chicago’s most vulnerable residents navigate their neighborhoods, life opportunities, and
encounters with the law. In this pioneering analysis of the intersection of race, place, and opportunity,
sociologist and criminal justice expert Carla Shedd illuminates how schools either reinforce or ameliorate the
social inequalities that shape the worlds of these adolescents.

Shedd draws from an array of data and in-depth interviews with Chicago youth to offer new insight into this
understudied group. Focusing on four public high schools with differing student bodies, Shedd reveals how
the predominantly low-income African American students at one school encounter obstacles their more
affluent, white counterparts on the other side of the city do not face. Teens often travel long distances to
attend school which, due to Chicago’s segregated and highly unequal neighborhoods, can involve crossing
class, race, and gang lines. As Shedd explains, the disadvantaged teens who traverse these boundaries daily
develop a keen “perception of injustice,” or the recognition that their economic and educational opportunities
are restricted by their place in the social hierarchy.

Adolescents’ worldviews are also influenced by encounters with law enforcement while traveling to school
and during school hours. Shedd tracks the rise of metal detectors, surveillance cameras, and pat-downs at
certain Chicago schools. Along with police procedures like stop-and-frisk, these prison-like practices lead to
distrust of authority and feelings of powerlessness among the adolescents who experience mistreatment
either firsthand or vicariously. Shedd finds that the racial composition of the student body profoundly shapes
students’ perceptions of injustice. The more diverse a school is, the more likely its students of color will
recognize whether they are subject to discriminatory treatment. By contrast, African American and Hispanic
youth whose schools and neighborhoods are both highly segregated and highly policed are less likely to
understand their individual and group disadvantage due to their lack of exposure to youth of differing
backgrounds.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Black:

This Unequal City: Race, Schools, and Perceptions of Injustice are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Unequal City: Race, Schools, and Perceptions
of Injustice can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Unequal City: Race, Schools, and Perceptions of Injustice giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Araceli Burns:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Unequal City: Race, Schools, and Perceptions
of Injustice as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Unequal City: Race, Schools, and Perceptions of Injustice to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Michelle Jennings:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book Unequal City: Race, Schools, and Perceptions of Injustice. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

William Hickman:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Unequal City: Race, Schools, and Perceptions of
Injustice to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a
book and study it. Beside that the e-book Unequal City: Race, Schools, and Perceptions of Injustice can to be
a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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