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Many think of 1776 as the most defining year of American history, the year we became a nation devoted to
the pursuit of happiness through self-government. In Unfamiliar Fishes, Sarah Vowell argues that 1898
might be a year just as crucial to our nation's identity, a year when, in an orgy of imperialism, the United
States annexed Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Guam, and invaded Cuba and then the Philippines, becoming a
meddling, self-serving, militaristic international superpower practically overnight.

Of all the countries the United States invaded or colonized in 1898, Vowell considers the story of the
Americanization of Hawaii to be the most intriguing. From the arrival of the New England missionaries in
1820, who came to Christianize the local heathen, to the coup d'état led by the missionaries' sons in 1893,
overthrowing the Hawaiian queen, the events leading up to American annexation feature a cast of beguiling,
if often appalling or tragic, characters. Whalers who will fire cannons at the Bible-thumpers denying them
their god-given right to whores. An incestuous princess pulled between her new god and her brother-
husband. Sugar barons, con men, Theodore Roosevelt, and the last Hawaiian queen, a songwriter whose
sentimental ode "Aloha 'Oe" serenaded the first Hawaii-born president of the United States during his 2009
inaugural parade.

With Vowell's trademark wry insights and reporting, she sets out to discover the odd, emblematic, and
exceptional history of the 50th state. In examining the place where Manifest Destiny got a sunburn, she finds
America again, warts and all.

Read by the author a cast that includes Fred Armisen, Bill Hader, John Hodgman, Catherine Keener, Edward
Norton, Keanu Reeves, Paul Rudd, Maya Rudolph, and John Slattery. Music by Michael Giacchino with
Grant Lee-Phillips. The score contains excerpts from "Hawai'i Pono'i" (words by David Kalakaua and music
by Henri Berger) performed by Grant-Lee Phillips.
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Spencer:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Unfamiliar Fishes.

Christina Rogers:

Typically the book Unfamiliar Fishes has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead
of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Loretta Claybrooks:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Unfamiliar Fishes which is obtaining the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Ann David:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Unfamiliar Fishes to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and
reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that
the reserve Unfamiliar Fishes can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of their time.
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