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In 1969, Jon Beckwith and his colleagues succeeded in isolating a gene from the chromosome of aliving
organism. Announcing this startling achievement at a press conference, Beckwith took the opportunity to
issue a public warning about the dangers of genetic engineering. Jon Beckwith's book, the story of a
scientific life on the front line, traces one remarkable man's dual commitment to scientific research and
social responsibility over the course of a career spanning most of the postwar history of genetics and
molecular biology.

A thoroughly engrossing memoir that recounts Beckwith's halting steps toward scientific triumphs--among
them, the discovery of the genetic element that turns genes on--as well as his emergence as aworld-class
political activist, Making Genes, Making Waves is also a compelling history of the major controversiesin
genetics over the last thirty years. Presenting the science in easily understandabl e terms, Beckwith describes
the dramatic changes that transformed biology between the late 1950s and our day, the growth of the radical
science movement in the 1970s, and the personalities involved throughout. He brings to light the differing
styles of scientists as well as the different ways in which science is presented within the scientific community
and to the public at large. Ranging from the travails of Robert Oppenheimer and the atomic bomb to the
Human Genome Project and recent " Science Wars," Beckwith's book provides a sweeping view of science
and its socia context in the latter half of the twentieth century.
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Reviews of this book:
In 1969, a Harvard Medical School group headed by Jon Beckwith accomplished afirst in molecular



biology--the isolation of agene...When their paper appeared in Nature, they held an extraordinary press
conference in which they described their work and warned of the danger that it might lead to...The press
conference received international media coverage, and Beckwith found himself embarked on adouble
career--a continuing one in research and a new one of socia activism in science. His Making Genes, Making
Waves is an absorbing account of how these two strandsin hislife were woven into adurable braid. The
prose is straightforward, and Beckwith is refreshingly frank, revealing the divagations and doubts that
marked his course in research.

--Daniel J. Kevles, American Scientist

Reviews of this book:

In this beautifully written autobiography, Beckwith...vividly describes aspects of the ‘cultural revolutionin
science that molecular biology brought with it," epitomized by...major public controversies about geneticsin
the United States from the 1960s...Beckwith has portrayed a fascinating period in the history of modern
biology and of the interaction of science and society in the Western world. Thanks to him and other activists,
social injustices resulting from the application of genetics are now widely discussed and, in democracies,
meet with legal measures and regulation. In this book Beckwith, acommitted scientist...calls for greater
humility about what science can and cannot accomplish. Thisisacall that scientists would do well to take
serioudly.

--Ute Deichmann, Nature

Reviews of this book:

Jon Beckwith in Making Genes, Making Waves reminds us that he first warned about the social impact of
genetic engineering...
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From reader reviews:
Willie Clark:

The book MAKING GENES, MAKING WAVES can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like abook MAKING GENES, MAKING
WAVES? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
factsthat you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book MAKING GENES,
MAKING WAVES has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can search the enormous world by open up and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Oliver Crites:

This book untitled MAKING GENES, MAKING WAVES to be one of several booksin which best seller in
this year, thisis because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy
this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sellsthe e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Julie Kappel:

The publication untitted MAKING GENES, MAKING WAVES is the e-book that recommended to you to
learn. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did alot of exploration when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get
the e-book of MAKING GENES, MAKING WAVES from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Scott Bush:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because thistime you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. MAKING GENES, MAKING WAVES can be your answer asit can be read by anyone who have
those short spare time problems.
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