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Political parties are the defining institutions of representative democracy and the darlings of political science.
Their governing and electoral functions are among the chief concerns of the field. Yet most political
theorists--including democratic theorists--ignore or disparage parties as grubby arenas of ambition, obstacles
to meaningful political participation and deliberation. On the Side of the Angels is a vigorous defense of the
virtues of parties and partisanship, and their worth as a subject for political theory.

Nancy Rosenblum's account moves between political theory and political science, and she uses resources
from both fields to outline an appreciation of parties and the moral distinctiveness of partisanship. She draws
from the history of political thought and identifies the main lines of opposition to parties, as well as the rare
but significant moments of appreciation. Rosenblum then sets forth her own theoretical appreciation of
parties and partisanship. She discusses the achievement of parties in regulating rivalries, channeling political
energies, and creating the lines of division that make pluralist politics meaningful. She defends "partisan" as
a political identity over the much-vaunted status of "independent," and she considers where contemporary
democracies should draw the line in banning parties.

On the Side of the Angels offers an ethics of partisanship that speaks to questions of centrism, extremism,
and polarization in American party politics. By rescuing parties from their status as orphans of political
philosophy, Rosenblum fills a significant void in political and democratic theory.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Randle:

The book On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book
On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like start and read a publication On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of
Parties and Partisanship. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Therese Webb:

The book untitled On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of
Parties and Partisanship from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

David Yoon:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship was
filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.

Stephanie Landa:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of
Parties and Partisanship was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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