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In Shakespeare and Abraham, Ken Jackson illuminates William Shakespeare’s dramatic fascination with the
story of Abraham’s near sacrifice of his son Isaac in Genesis 22. Themes of child killing fill Shakespeare’s
early plays: Genesis 22 informed Clifford’s attack on young Rutland in 3 Henry 6, Hubert’s providentially
thwarted murder of Arthur in King John, and Aaron the Moor’s surprising decision to spare his son amidst
the filial slaughters of Titus Andronicus, among others.

However, the playwright’s full engagement with the biblical narrative does not manifest itself exclusively in
scenes involving the sacrifice of children or in verbal borrowings from the famously sparse story of
Abraham. Jackson argues that the most important influence of Genesis 22 and its interpretive tradition is to
be found in the conceptual framework that Shakespeare develops to explore relationships among ideas of
religion, sovereignty, law, and justice. Jackson probes the Shakespearean texts from the vantage of modern
theology and critical theory, while also orienting them toward the traditions concerning Abraham in Jewish,
Pauline, patristic, medieval, and Reformation sources and early English drama. Consequently, the
playwright’s “Abrahamic explorations” become strikingly apparent in unexpected places such as the “trial”
of Shylock in The Merchant of Venice and the bifurcated structure of Timon of Athens.

By situating Shakespeare in a complex genealogy that extends from ancient religion to postmodern
philosophy, Jackson inserts Shakespeare into the larger contemporary conversation about religion in the
modern world.   

"Ken Jackson's Shakespeare and Abraham poses a powerful model for how a biblical hero can be recovered
within a number of divergent dramatic contexts—both Shakespearean and medieval—as well as in
philosophy and theology. Writing with great clarity about challenging ideas, Jackson has led us a great deal
closer to understanding the meanings that the binding of Isaac held for Shakespeare." —Julia Reinhard
Lupton, University of California, Irvine

"Ken Jackson’s powerfully argued book challenges us to rethink what religion may have meant to
Shakespeare and what it may yet come to mean for us. Neither secular nor orthodox, neither skeptical nor
pious, Jackson’s Shakespeare is nevertheless a passionately committed playwright deeply aware of the
inescapably religious dimensions of everyday life. Through a series of startling readings, Jackson shows
Shakespeare bearing witness to a desire for pure generosity that quickens even as it unsettles the three great
monotheisms. Shakespeare and Abraham is high-stakes criticism sure to provoke." —Gary Kuchar,
University of Victoria

“Ken Jackson’s timely book makes a forceful case for attending to Shakespeare’s engagement with the
Abrahamic roots of monotheism as a way of looking anew at some of the most perplexing moments in the
plays. Reevaluating the playwright’s attitude toward religion without getting bogged down in debates over
doctrinal commitments, Jackson gives us a Shakespeare deeply invested in religious questions, if not
religious controversy. Moving effortlessly among theological, literary, and philosophical works from
antiquity to the present, Jackson reveals that Shakespeare’s response to Abraham raises urgent questions
about the intersections of religion and culture in early modern England that are no less relevant today.”
—James A. Knapp, Edward Surtz, S.J., Professor of English, Loyola University Chicago
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

The book Shakespeare and Abraham make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Shakespeare and Abraham being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a book Shakespeare and
Abraham. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Verla Foster:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Shakespeare and Abraham is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Emily Meredith:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Shakespeare and
Abraham is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Richard Kowalski:

This book untitled Shakespeare and Abraham to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.
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