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In The Business of Alchemy, Pamela Smith explores the relationships among alchemy, the court, and
commerce in order to illuminate the cultural history of the Holy Roman Empire in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. In showing how an overriding concern with religious salvation was transformed into a
concentration on material increase and economic policies, Smith depicts the rise of modern science and early
capitalism. In pursuing this narrative, she focuses on that ideal prey of the cultural historian, an intellectual
of the second rank whose career and ideas typify those of a generation. Smith follows the career of Johann
Joachim Becher (1635-1682) from university to court, his projects from New World colonies to an old-world
Pansophic Panopticon, and his ideas from achemy to economics. Teasing out the many meanings of
alchemy for Becher and his contemporaries, she argues that it provided Becher with not only a direct key to
power over nature but also alanguage by which he could convince his princely patrons that their power too
must rest on liquid wealth.

Agrarian society regarded merchants with suspicion as the nonproductive exploiters of others’ labor;
however, territorial princes turned to commerce for revenue as the cost of maintaining the state increased.
Placing Becher’ s career in its social and intellectual context, Smith shows how he attempted to help his
patrons assimilate commercial values into noble court culture and to understand the production of surplus
capital as natural and legitimate. With emphasis on the practices of natural philosophy and extensive use of
archival materials, Smith brings alive the moment of cultural transformation in which science and the
modern state emerged.
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From reader reviews:
Brian Freeman:

This book untitled The Business of Alchemy: Science and Culture in the Holy Roman Empire to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit onit. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your
list.

Jeffrey Messina:

Typically the book The Business of Alchemy: Science and Culture in the Holy Roman Empire will bring
someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe theideais very unique. If
you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Business of Alchemy:
Science and Culture in the Holy Roman Empire is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can aso get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Martha Fincher:

The book untitled The Business of Alchemy: Science and Culture in the Holy Roman Empire contain alot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice examine.

Ricardo Huddle;

Isit anindividual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Business of Alchemy: Science and
Culture in the Holy Roman Empire can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are therefore
out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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