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This is the story of the destruction of a talented Jewish family, and of the survival against all the odds of two
young sisters. It is one of the most moving stories to emerge from the Second World War. Anita and her
elder sister Renate defied death at the hands of the Gestapo and the SS over a period of two and a half years
when they were sucked into the whirlpool of Nazi mass extermination, being first imprisoned as ‘criminals’
and then being transferred, separately, to Auschwitz, and finally to Belsen when the Russians approached.
They were saved by their exceptional courage, determination and ingenuity, and by several improbable
strokes of luck. At Auschwitz, Anita escaped annihilation through her talents as a cellist when she was co-
opted into the camp orchestra directed by Alma Rosé, niece of Gustav Mahler. Her book is especially
remarkable because of the many documents she has managed to preserve, most of them now lodged in the
archives of the Imperial War Museum in London. In a sequence of family letters to her sister Marianne, who
was marooned in England, from just before the war to 1942 when her parents were deported and liquidated,
an atmosphere of happy normality gradually gives way to latent terror and foreboding. The appalling
predicament of the Lasker family, and of Anita and Renate in particular when the rest of their relations had
been deported and they were left totally alone in Breslau, could not be more poignantly conveyed. They were
caught by the Gestapo trying to flee to Paris, and sent to prison: another piece of ‘luck’, as it turned out,
since they were spared the worse horrors of Auschwitz for a crucial year. After the liberation of Belsen in
April 1945, the correspondence with Marianne in England resumed. Anita was seconded to the British Army,
and she quotes first-hand material about the early days of the occupation, including a transcript of part of the
Lüneburg trial in late 1945 when she gave evidence about Nazi atrocities at Auschwitz and Belsen, and was
confronted in court by her tormentors. In 1946 she and Renate were both finally permitted to emigrate to
England. Three years later, Anita became a founder member of the English Chamber Orchestra, in which she
continued to play the cello until recently. Anita’s book featured in BBC Radio 4's ‘Desert Island Discs’
programme on 25th August 1996. She had also told her story in a series of five BBC Radio 4 programmes in
1994; and a BBC 2 TV film about her experiences, Playing to Survive, was screened in October 1996.
Walter Laqueur, Center for Strategic and International Studies, Washington, in Holocaust and Genocide
Studies: ‘It is my job...to read most of the current literature on the Holocaust, and if someone had the time
and inclination to read only one book published recently, I would...choose without hesitation a small book
[Inherit the Truth] which appeared last month in England...it is precisely as a historian that I recommend this
account...’
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Inherit the Truth 1939-1945: The Documented Experiences of a Survivor of Auschwitz
and Belsen, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a book.

Denise Welton:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Inherit the Truth 1939-1945: The Documented Experiences of a
Survivor of Auschwitz and Belsen it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The
price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Geneva Ricks:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Inherit the Truth 1939-1945: The Documented
Experiences of a Survivor of Auschwitz and Belsen, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What?
Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Ruby Guillen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Inherit the Truth 1939-1945: The
Documented Experiences of a Survivor of Auschwitz and Belsen book written by well-known writer whose
to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then



you still skepticism Inherit the Truth 1939-1945: The Documented Experiences of a Survivor of Auschwitz
and Belsen as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break
don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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