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From ancient currency to Adam Smith, from the gold standard to shadow banking and the Great Recession: a
sweeping historical epic that traces the development and evolution of one of humankind’s greatest
inventions.

What is money, and how does it work? In this tour de force of political, cultural and economic history, Felix
Martin challenges nothing less than our conventional understanding of money. He describes how the
Western idea of money emerged from interactions between Mesopotamia and ancient Greece and was
shaped over the centuries by tensions between sovereigns and the emerging middle classes. He explores the
extraordinary diversity of the world’s monetary systems, from the Pacific island of Yap, where value was
once measured by immovable stones, to the currency of today that exists solely on globally connected
computer screens. Martin shows that money has always been a deeply political instrument, and that it is our
failure to remember this that led to the crisis in our financial system and so to the Great Recession. He
concludes with practical solutions to our current pressing, money-based problems.

Money skips nimbly among such far-ranging topics as John Locke’s disastrous excursion into economic
policy, Montesquieu’s faith in finance to discipline the power of kings, the social organization of ancient
Sparta and the Soviet Union’s ill-fated attempt to abolish money and banking altogether. Throughout, Martin
makes vivid sense of a chaotic and sometimes incoherent system—the everyday currency that we all
share—in the clearest and most stimulating terms. This is a magisterial work of history and economics, with
profound implications for the world today.
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From reader reviews:

Becky Pope:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Money: The Unauthorized Biography book is readable by means of you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Money: The
Unauthorized Biography content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking
Money: The Unauthorized Biography is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Abel Mulholland:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Money: The Unauthorized Biography as the daily resource information.

Maria Huffman:

This book untitled Money: The Unauthorized Biography to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is
no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Joan Beverly:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Money: The Unauthorized Biography can be
the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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