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Shalimar the Clown is a masterpiece from one of our greatest writers, a dazzling novel that brings together
the fiercest passions of the heart and the gravest conflicts of our time into an astonishingly powerful, all-
encompassing story.

Max Ophuls’ memorable life ends violently in Los Angeles in 1993 when he is murdered by his Muslim
driver Noman Sher Noman, also known as Shalimar the Clown. At first the crime seems to be politically
motivated – Ophuls was previously ambassador to India, and later US counterterrorism chief – but it is much
more.

Ophuls is a giant, an architect of the modern world: a Resistance hero and best-selling author, brilliant
economist and clandestine US intelligence official. But it is as Ambassador to India that the seeds of his
demise are planted, thanks to another of his great roles – irresistible lover. Visiting the Kashmiri village of
Pachigam, Ophuls lures an impossibly beautiful dancer, the ambitious (and willing) Boonyi Kaul, away from
her husband, and installs her as his mistress in Delhi. But their affair cannot be kept secret, and when Boonyi
returns home, disgraced and obese, it seems that all she has waiting for her is the inevitable revenge of her
husband: Noman Sher Noman, Shalimar the Clown. He was an acrobat and tightrope walker in their village’s
traditional theatrical troupe; but soon Shalimar is trained as a militant in Kashmir’s increasingly brutal
insurrection, and eventually becomes a terrorist with a global remit and a deeply personal mission of
vengeance.

With sweeping brilliance, Salman Rushdie portrays fanatical mullahs as fully as documentary filmmakers,
rural headmen as completely as British spies; he describes villages that compete to make the most splendid
feasts, the mentality behind martial law, and the celebrity of Los Angeles policemen, all with the same
genius.

But the main story is only part of the story. In this stunningly rich book everything is connected, and
everyone is a part of everyone else. Shalimar the Clown is a true work of the era of globalization, intricately
mingling lives and countries, and finding unexpected and sometimes tragic connections between the
seemingly disparate. The violent fate of Kashmir recalls Strasbourg’s experience in World War Two;
Resistance heroism against the Nazis counterpoints Al-Qaeda’s terror in Pakistan, North Africa and the
Philippines. 1960s Pachigam is not so far from post-war London, or the Hollywood-driven present-day Los
Angeles where Max’s daughter by Boonyi, India Ophuls, beautiful, strong-willed, modern, waits, as
vengeance plays itself out.

A powerful love story, intensely political and historically informed, Shalimar the Clown is also profoundly
human, an involving story of people’s lives, desires and crises – India Ophuls’ desperate search for her real
mother, for example; Max’s wife’s attempts to deal with his philandering – as well as, in typical Rushdie
fashion, a magical tale where the dead speak and the future can be foreseen.

Shalimar the Clown is steeped in both the Hindu epic Ramayana and the great European novelists, melding
the storytelling traditions of east and west into a magnificently fruitful blend – and serves, itself, as a
corrective to the destructive clashes of values it scorchingly depicts. Enthralling, comic and amazingly



abundant, it will no doubt come to be seen as one of the key books of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amos:

The book Shalimar the Clown: A Novel give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use
to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Shalimar the Clown: A
Novel for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a guide
Shalimar the Clown: A Novel. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Scott Anderson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Shalimar the Clown: A Novel book is readable by you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Shalimar the
Clown: A Novel content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Shalimar the Clown:
A Novel is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Timothy Roesch:

This Shalimar the Clown: A Novel are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Shalimar the Clown: A Novel can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that possibly will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Shalimar the Clown: A Novel forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

George Tucker:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Shalimar the Clown: A
Novel, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.
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