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François Cusset, author of the acclaimed book French Theory, investigates the queering of the French
literary canon by American writers and scholars in this thought-provoking and free-minded journey across
six centuries of literary classics and sexual polemics.

Cusset presents the foundations and rationale for American queer theory, the field of study established in the
1990s and promulgated by writers and scholars such as Judith Butler, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, and Michael
Warner (in the wake of Michel Foucault), which challenges a supposed "heteronormative" ideology in our
culture. He provides an overview of their reinterpretation of the French literary canon from a queer
perspective, then deliberately goes further, confronting that same canon with a lively form of general
suspicion—seeking gender trouble and sexual ambiguities in the most unexpected corners of French literary
classics, in which macho heroes turn out to be homosocial melancholics and the most seemingly submissive
housewives are great vanguards of lesbian liberation.

Cusset's survey includes medieval and Renaissance literature, works from the Age of Enlightenment,
nineteenth-century avant-gardists such as Charles Baudelaire and Honoré de Balzac, and twentieth-century
modernists such as Marcel Proust and Jean Genet.

Bold in its themes and propositions, The Inverted Gaze (a translation of the book Queer Critics) is an
extraordinary work about French literature and American queer politics by one of France's biggest
intellectual stars.

François Cusset is a professor of American studies at the University of Paris. He is the author of numerous
books including French Theory (2008).

David Homel is an award-winning translator and writer who lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Joyce:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The
Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in America? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Clifford Roselli:

The ability that you get from The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in America is a more
deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary
Classics in America giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific The Inverted
Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in America instantly.

Elbert Lupton:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in America as
your daily resource information.

Roxie Gregory:

Typically the book The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in America will bring someone
to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Inverted Gaze: Queering the
French Literary Classics in America is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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