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A vivid and surprising portrait of the Italian people from an admired foreign correspondent

How did a nation that spawned the Renaissance also produce the Mafia? And why does Italian have twelve
words for coat hanger but none for hangover?
 
John Hooper’s entertaining and perceptive new book is the ideal companion for anyone seeking to
understand contemporary Italy and the unique character of the Italians. Fifteen years as a foreign
correspondent based in Rome have sharpened Hooper’s observations, and he looks at the facts that lie behind
the stereotypes, shedding new light on everything from the Italians’ bewildering politics to their love of life
and beauty. Hooper persuasively demonstrates the impact of geography, history, and tradition on many
aspects of Italian life, including football and Freemasonry, sex, food, and opera. Brimming with the kind of
fascinating—and often hilarious—insights unavailable in guidebooks, The Italians will surprise even the
most die-hard Italophile.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Louviere:

This The Italians book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This The Italians without we
know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry The
Italians can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you
can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Italians having great arrangement in word
and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Susan Dixon:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Italians book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of The Italians content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Italians is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Nicholas Mishler:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Italians is simple bringing you can read
it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Doris Avey:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Italians to make your
current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and
examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that
the book The Italians can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of these time.
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