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The much-anticipated definitive account of China's Great Famine

An estimated thirty-six million Chinese men, women, and children starved to death during China's Great
Leap Forward in the late 1950s and early '60s. One of the greatest tragedies of the twentieth century, the
famine is poorly understood, and in China is still euphemistically referred to as "the three years of natural
disaster."

As a journalist with privileged access to official and unofficial sources, Yang Jisheng spent twenty years
piecing together the events that led to mass nationwide starvation, including the death of his own father.
Finding no natural causes, Yang attributes responsibility for the deaths to China's totalitarian system and the
refusal of officials at every level to value human life over ideology and self-interest.
Tombstone is a testament to inhumanity and occasional heroism that pits collective memory against the
historical amnesia imposed by those in power. Stunning in scale and arresting in its detailed account of the
staggering human cost of this tragedy, Tombstone is written both as a memorial to the lives lost—an
enduring tombstone in memory of the dead—and in hopeful anticipation of the final demise of the
totalitarian system. Ian Johnson, writing in The New York Review of Books, called the Chinese edition of
Tombstone "groundbreaking . . . One of the most important books to come out of China in recent years."
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From reader reviews:

Robin Boucher:

This Tombstone: The Great Chinese Famine, 1958-1962 book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Tombstone: The Great Chinese Famine, 1958-1962 without we realize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Tombstone: The
Great Chinese Famine, 1958-1962 can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Tombstone: The Great Chinese Famine, 1958-1962 having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Lorenzo Brown:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Tombstone: The Great Chinese Famine, 1958-1962 book is readable
simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer regarding Tombstone: The Great Chinese Famine, 1958-1962 content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Tombstone: The Great Chinese Famine, 1958-1962 is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Martha Royal:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Tombstone: The
Great Chinese Famine, 1958-1962.

Betty Callahan:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Tombstone: The Great
Chinese Famine, 1958-1962 which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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