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At dawn on 10 July 1941, massed tanks and motorized infantry of German Army Group Center's Second and
Third Panzer Groups crossed the Dnepr and Western Dvina Rivers, beginning what Adolf Hitler, the Führer
of Germany's Third Reich, and most German officers and soldiers believed would be a triumphal march on
Moscow, the capital of the Soviet Union. Less than three weeks before, on 22 June Hitler had unleashed his
Wehrmacht's [Armed Forces] massive invasion of the Soviet Union code-named Operation Barbarossa,
which sought to defeat the Soviet Union's Red Army, conquer the country, and unseat its Communist ruler,
Josef Stalin. Between 22 June and 10 July, the Wehrmacht advanced up to 500 kilometers into Soviet
territory, killed or captured up to one million Red Army soldiers, and reached the western banks of the
Western Dvina and Dnepr Rivers, by doing so satisfying the premier assumption of Plan Barbarossa that the
Third Reich would emerge victorious if it could defeat and destroy the bulk of the Red Army before it
withdrew to safely behind those two rivers. With the Red Army now shattered, Hitler and most Germans
expected total victory in a matter of weeks.

The ensuing battles in the Smolensk region frustrated German hopes for quick victory. Once across the
Dvina and Dnepr Rivers, a surprised Wehrmacht encountered five fresh Soviet armies. Despite destroying
two of these armies outright, severely damaging two others, and encircling the remnants of three of these
armies in the Smolensk region, quick victory eluded the Germans. Instead, Soviet forces encircled in
Mogilev and Smolensk stubbornly refused to surrender, and while they fought on, during July, August, and
into early September, first five and then a total of seven newly-mobilized Soviet armies struck back viciously
at the advancing Germans, conducting multiple counterattacks and counterstrokes, capped by two major
counteroffensives that sapped German strength and will. Despite immense losses in men and materiel, these
desperate Soviet actions derailed Operation Barbarossa. Smarting from countless wounds inflicted on his
vaunted Wehrmacht, even before the fighting ended in the Smolensk region, Hitler postponed his march on
Moscow and instead turned his forces southward to engage "softer targets" in the Kiev region. The
'derailment" of the Wehrmacht at Smolensk ultimately became the crucial turning point in Operation
Barbarossa.

This groundbreaking new study, now significantly expanded, exploits a wealth of Soviet and German
archival materials, including the combat orders and operational of the German OKW, OKH, army groups,
and armies and of the Soviet Stavka, the Red Army General Staff, the Western Main Direction Command,
the Western, Central, Reserve, and Briansk Fronts, and their subordinate armies to present a detailed mosaic
and definitive account of what took place, why, and how during the prolonged and complex battles in the
Smolensk region from 10 July through 10 September 1941. The structure of the study is designed
specifically to appeal to both general readers and specialists by a detailed two-volume chronological
narrative of the course of operations, accompanied by a third volume, and perhaps a fourth, containing
archival maps and an extensive collection of specific orders and reports translated verbatim from Russian.
The maps, archival and archival-based, detail every stage of the battle.
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From reader reviews:

Josephine McIntire:

This book untitled Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941, Volume 1:
The German Advance, The Encirclement Battle, and the First and Second Soviet Counteroffensives, 10 July-
24 August 1941 to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you
can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this e-book from your list.

David Jones:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941, Volume 1:
The German Advance, The Encirclement Battle, and the First and Second Soviet Counteroffensives, 10 July-
24 August 1941 will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Jordan Moore:

Beside this kind of Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941, Volume 1:
The German Advance, The Encirclement Battle, and the First and Second Soviet Counteroffensives, 10 July-
24 August 1941 in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk
10 July-10 September 1941, Volume 1: The German Advance, The Encirclement Battle, and the First and
Second Soviet Counteroffensives, 10 July-24 August 1941 because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from now!

Viola Ball:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10
July-10 September 1941, Volume 1: The German Advance, The Encirclement Battle, and the First and
Second Soviet Counteroffensives, 10 July-24 August 1941 was colourful and of course has pictures on the



website. As we know that book Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941,
Volume 1: The German Advance, The Encirclement Battle, and the First and Second Soviet
Counteroffensives, 10 July-24 August 1941 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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