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How do you measure the size of the planet you're standing on?

"Circumference" is the story of what happened when one man asked himself that very question. Nicholas
Nicastro brings to life one of history's greatest experiments when an ancient Greek named Eratosthenes first
accurately determined the distance around the spherical earth. In this fascinating narrative history, Nicastro
takes a look at a deceptively simple but stunning achievement made by one man, millennia ago, with only
the simplest of materials at his disposal. How was he able to measure the land at a time when distance was
more a matter of a shrug and a guess at the time spent on a donkey's back? How could he be so confident in
the assumptions that underlay his calculations: that the earth was round and the sun so far away that its rays
struck the ground in parallel lines? Was it luck or pure scientific genius? Nicastro brings readers on a trip
into a long-vanished world that prefigured modernity in many ways, where neither Eratosthenes' reputation,
nor the validity of his method, nor his leadership of the Great Library of Alexandria were enough to convince
all his contemporaries about the dimensions of the earth. Eratosthenes' results were debated for centuries
until he was ultimately vindicated almost 2000 years later, during the great voyages of exploration.
"Circumference" is a compelling scientific detective story that transports readers back to a time when
humans had no idea how big their world was--and the fate of a man who dared to measure the
incomprehensible.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin House:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient
Quest to Measure the Globe will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence
if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
acceptable book with you?

Betty Perez:

Here thing why this kind of Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Circumference: Eratosthenes and the
Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient
Quest to Measure the Globe. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient
Quest to Measure the Globe in e-book can be your substitute.

Lucy Nelson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Circumference: Eratosthenes and
the Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

William Quesada:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you
from one location to other place.
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