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The Inka empire, Tawantinsuyu, fell to Spanish invaders within a year's time (1532-1533), but Quechua, the
language of the Inka, is still the primary or only language of millions of Inka descendants throughout the
southern Andes. In this innovative study, Bruce Mannheim synthesizes all that is currently known about the
history of Southern Peruvian Quechua since the Spanish invasion, providing new insights into the nature of
language change in general, into the social and historical contexts of language change, and into the cultural
conditioning of linguistic change.

Mannheim first discusses changes in the social setting of language use in the Andes from the time of the first
European contact in the sixteenth century until today. He reveals that the modern linguistic homogeneity of
Spanish and Quechua is a product of the Spanish conquest, since multilingualism was the rule in the Inka
empire. He identifies the social and political forces that have influenced the kinds of changes the language
has undergone. And he provides the first synthetic history of Southern Peruvian Quechua, making it possible
at last to place any literary document or written text in a chronological and social context.

Mannheim also studies changes in the formal structure of Quechua. He finds that changes in the sound
system were motivated primarily by phonological factors and also that the changes were constrained by a set
of morphological and syntactic conditions. This last conclusion is surprising, since most historical linguists
assume that sound change is completely independent of other aspects of language. Thus, The Language of
the Inka since the European Invasion makes an empirical contribution to a general theory of linguistic
change.

Written in an engaging style that is accessible to the nonlinguist, this book will have a special appeal to
readers interested in the history and anthropology of native South America.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Clark:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Language of the Inka since the European Invasion
(Texas Linguistics). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important a new book The Language of the Inka since the European Invasion (Texas Linguistics).
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open
a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Steve Garcia:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book The Language of the Inka since the European
Invasion (Texas Linguistics) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Language of the Inka since the
European Invasion (Texas Linguistics) is not only giving you much more new information but also being
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship while using book The Language of the Inka since the European
Invasion (Texas Linguistics). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Blanche Watson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Language of the Inka since the
European Invasion (Texas Linguistics) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Beulah Chavez:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Language of the Inka since the European Invasion (Texas



Linguistics) can make you sense more interested to read.
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