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Prime Obsession taught us not to be afraid to put the math in a math book. Unknown Quantity heeds the
lesson well. So grab your graphing calculators, slip out the slide rules, and buckle up! John Derbyshireis
introducing us to algebrathrough the ages -- and it promises to be just what his die-hard fans have been
waiting for. "Here isthe story of algebra." With this deceptively simple introduction, we begin our journey.
Flanked by formulae, shadowed by roots and radicals, escorted by an expert who navigates unerringly on our
behalf, we are guaranteed safe passage through even the most treacherous mathematical terrain. Our first
encounter with algebraic arithmetic takes us back 38 centuries to the time of Abraham and I saac, Jacob and
Joseph, Ur and Haran, Sodom and Gomorrah. Moving deftly from Abel's proof to the higher levels of
abstraction developed by Galois, we are eventually introduced to what algebraists have been focusing on
during the last century. Aswe travel through the ages, it becomes apparent that the invention of algebra was
more than the start of a specific discipline of mathematics -- it was al so the birth of a new way of thinking
that clarified both basic numeric concepts as well as our perception of the world around us. Algebraists broke
new ground when they discarded the simple search for solutions to equations and concentrated instead on
abstract groups. This dramatic shift in thinking revolutionized mathematics. Written for those among us who
are unencumbered by afear of formulae, Unknown Quantity delivers on its promise to present a history of
algebra. Astonishing in its bold presentation of the math and graced with narrative authority, our journey
through the world of algebrais at once intellectually satisfying and pleasantly challenging.
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From reader reviews:
Ebony L ower:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem aswell as exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Unknown Quantity: A Real and Imaginary History of Algebra.

Zachary Kirkland:

The book Unknown Quantity: A Real and Imaginary History of Algebra can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book Unknown Quantity: A Real and Imaginary History of Algebra? A few of you have adifferent opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Unknown Quantity: A Real and Imaginary History of Algebra has ssimple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by
available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Chris Gibbons:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and natice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a
whileisreading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other ishigh. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that Unknown Quantity: A Real
and Imaginary History of Algebrabook as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

William Keller:

The book untitled Unknown Quantity: A Real and Imaginary History of Algebra contain alot of information
on this. The writer explains her ideawith easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice go through.
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