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Best known for the challenging four-opera cycle The Ring of the Nibelung, Richard Wagner (1813–83) was a
conductor, librettist, theater director, and essayist, in addition to being the composer of some of the most
enduring operatic works in history, such as The Flying Dutchman, Tannhäuser, and Tristan and Isolde.
Though his influence on the development of European music is indisputable, Wagner was also quite
outspoken on the politics and culture of his time. His ideas traveled beyond musical circles into philosophy,
literature, theater staging, and the visual arts. To befit such a dynamic figure, acclaimed biographer Martin
Geck offers here a Wagner biography unlike any other, one that strikes a unique balance between the
technical musical aspects of Wagner’s compositions and his overarching understanding of aesthetics.

Wagner has always inspired passionate admirers as well as numerous detractors, with the result that he has
achieved a mythical stature nearly equal to that of the Valkyries and Viking heroes he popularized. There are
few, if any, scholars today who know more about Wagner and his legacy than Geck, who builds upon his
extensive research and considerable knowledge as one of the editors of the Complete Works to offer a
distinctive appraisal of the composer and the operas. Using a wide range of sources, from contemporary
scholars to the composer’s own words, Geck explores key ideas in Wagner’s life and works, while always
keeping the music in the foreground. Geck discusses not only all the major operas, but also several
unfinished operas and even the composer’s early attempts at quasi-Shakespearean drama.

Richard Wagner: A Life in Music is a landmark study of one of music’s most important figures, offering
something new to opera enthusiasts, Wagnerians, and anti-Wagnerians alike.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan McLean:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Richard Wagner: A Life in Music. Try to make the book Richard
Wagner: A Life in Music as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well
as knowledge with this book.

James Brown:

The publication untitled Richard Wagner: A Life in Music is the publication that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot
of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of Richard Wagner: A Life in Music from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Nancy Stever:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Richard Wagner: A Life in
Music, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Harrison Johnson:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. With the book Richard Wagner: A Life in Music we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Richard Wagner: A
Life in Music. You can more desirable than now.
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