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A gripping intellectual history reveals how Oliver Wendell Holmes became a free-speech advocate and
established the modern understanding of the First Amendment

No right seems more fundamental to American public life than freedom of speech. Yet well into the
twentieth century, that freedom was still an unfulfilled promise, with Americans regularly imprisoned merely
for speaking out against government policies. Indeed, free speech as we know it comes less from the First
Constitutional Amendment than from a most unexpected source: Supreme Court justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes. A lifelong skeptic, he disdained all individual rights, including the right to express one's political
views. But in 1919, it was Holmes who wrote a dissenting opinion that would become the canonical
affirmation of free speech in the United States.

Why did Holmes change his mind? That question has puzzled historians for almost a century. Now, with the
aid of newly discovered letters and confidential memos, law professor Thomas Healy reconstructs in vivid
detail Holmes's journey from free-speech opponent to First Amendment hero. It is the story of a remarkable
behind-the-scenes campaign by a group of progressives to bring a legal icon around to their way of
thinking—and a deeply touching human narrative of an old man saved from loneliness and despair by a few
unlikely young friends.
Beautifully written and exhaustively researched, The Great Dissent is intellectual history at its best,
revealing how free debate can alter the life of a man and the legal landscape of an entire nation.
A Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction Book of 2013
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

The book The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of
Free Speech in America give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell
Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in America to get your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a guide The Great Dissent: How Oliver
Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in America. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Waldo Gates:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free
Speech in America offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Edward Chavez:

This The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free
Speech in America is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His
Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in America can be the light food for you because the
information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Jonathan Baker:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book The
Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in



America. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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