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A Clear View of the Southern Sky reveals women in the twenty-first century doing what women have always
done in pursuit of life, liberty, and happiness. In each of the ten tales from southern storyteller Mary Hood,
women have come—by circumstances and choice—to the very edge of their known worlds. Some find
courage to winnow and move on; others seek the patience to risk and to stay. Along the way hearts, bonds,
speed limits, fingernails, and the Ten Commandments get broken. Dust settles, but these women do not.

In the title story, a satellite dish company promises that happiness—or at least access to its
programming—requires just a TV and a clear view of the southern sky. The short story itself reveals the
journey of a Hispanic woman whose mission is to assassinate a mass murderer, an agenda triggered by post-
traumatic stress wrought by seeing the murderer’s cynical grin on a news program. We follow her into the
shadow of an enormous satellite dish on a roof across the street from the courthouse and ultimately into a
women’s prison English-as-Second-Language class where she must confront her life. She has slept but never
dreamed, and now she wakes . . .

In other stories Hood introduces us to a kindergarten teacher, stunned by a student’s blurted-out question, as
she discovers her deepest vocation and the mystery of its source. We meet a widow who befriends a young
neighbor, only to realize they must keep secrets from each other and hold fast to their hope. A woman
trucker discovers the depth of her love as she imagines her cell phone calls—and her sweetheart’s own
messages—winging their way, tower to tower, along her interstate route. Two stories deal with one man and
two of his wives and how they learn the lessons only love can teach about the reach and limitations of
ownership and forever. The collection concludes with the novella “Seambusters,” in which a diverse cast of
women workers in a rural Georgia mill sew camouflage for U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan. The women are
part of a larger purpose, and they know it. When the shadow of death passes over the factory, each woman
and the entire community find out what it really means to have American Pride.

New York Times best-selling writer and Story River Books editor at large Pat Conroy provides a foreword to
the collection.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Davis:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled A Clear View of
the Southern Sky: Stories (Story River Books)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Rosalie Cox:

The actual book A Clear View of the Southern Sky: Stories (Story River Books) will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book A Clear View of the Southern Sky: Stories (Story
River Books) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Josie Garcia:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled A
Clear View of the Southern Sky: Stories (Story River Books) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The A Clear View of the Southern Sky: Stories (Story
River Books) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Julio Huntsman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time
to be learn. A Clear View of the Southern Sky: Stories (Story River Books) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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