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The problem of how to treat the mentally handicapped attracted much attention from American reformers in
the first half of the twentieth century. In this book, Steven Noll traces the history and development of
institutions for the 'feeble-minded' in the South between 1900 and 1940. He examines the influences of
gender, race, and class in the institutionalization process and relates policies in the South to those in the
North and Midwest, regions that had established similar institutions much earlier. At the center of the story is
the debate between the humanitarians, who advocated institutionalization as a way of protecting and
ministering to the mentally deficient, and public policy adherents, who were primarily interested in
controlling and isolating perceived deviants. According to Noll, these conflicting ideologies meant that most
southern institutions were founded without a clear mission or an understanding of their relationship to
southern society at large. Noll creates a vivid portrait of life and work within institutions throughout the
South and the impact of institutionalization on patients and their families. He also examines the composition
of the population labeled feeble-minded and demonstrates a relationship between demographic variables and
institutional placement, including their effect on the determination of a patient's degree of disability.

Originally published in 1995.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Feeble-Minded in Our Midst: Institutions for the
Mentally Retarded in the South, 1900-1940 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Arnold Browning:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Feeble-Minded in Our Midst: Institutions for the Mentally
Retarded in the South, 1900-1940 as your daily resource information.

Robert Defazio:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read will be Feeble-Minded in Our Midst: Institutions for the Mentally Retarded in the South,
1900-1940.

Jason Scott:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. Feeble-Minded in Our Midst: Institutions for the Mentally Retarded in the South, 1900-1940 can be
your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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