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The British Expeditionary Force at the start of World War | was tiny by the standards of the other belligerent
powers. Y et, when deployed to France in 1914, it prevailed against the German army because of its
professionalism and tactical skill, strengths devel oped through hard lessons |earned a dozen years earlier. In
October 1899, the British went to war against the South African Boer republics of Transvaal and Orange
Free State, expecting little resistance. A string of early defeatsin the Boer War shook the military’s
confidence. Historian Spencer Jones focuses on this bitter combat experience in From Boer War to World
War, showing how it crucially shaped the British Army’ stactical development in the years that followed.

Before the British Army faced the Boer republics, an aura of complacency had settled over the military. The
Victorian era had been marked by years of easy defeats of crudely armed foes. The Boer War, however,
brought the British face to face with what would become modern warfare. The sweeping, open terrain and
advent of smokel ess powder meant soldiers were picked off before they knew where shots had been fired
from. The infantry’ s standard close-order formations spelled disaster against the well-armed, entrenched
Boers. Although the British Army ultimately adapted its strategy and overcame the Boersin 1902, the
duration and cost of the war led to public outcry and introspection within the military.

Jones draws on previously underutilized sources as he explores the key tactical lessons derived from the war,
such as maximizing firepower and using natural cover, and he shows how these new ideas were incorporated
in training and used to effect a thorough overhaul of the British Army. The first book to address specific
connections between the Boer War and the opening months of World War |, Jones' s fresh interpretation adds
to the historiography of both wars by emphasizing the continuity between them.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read abook. They arereally
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902-
1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series).

Gary McKinney:

The experience that you get from From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902-
1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide
within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but From Boer War to World War: Tactica Reform of the British Army, 1902-1914 (Campaigns
and Commanders Series) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of thisreserveis
well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
kind of From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902-1914 (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) instantly.

Marilyn Urquhart:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of
the British Army, 1902-1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) as the daily resource information.

Annie Hiatt:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be examine. From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British
Army, 1902-1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) can be your answer given it can be read by a person



who have those short spare time problems.
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